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Odynsky innocent, daughter says 


Ukrainian Canadian facing 
deportation not charged 
with any war crimes 


By Marco Levytsky 

The daughter of a Canadian citizen facing deportation under Ottawa’s 
policy of revoking citizenship for false representation, or fraud, or by know- 
ingly concealing material circumstances, says her father is innocent of 
any war crimes and would gladly face all charges against him in a crimi- 
nal court of law 

“If the government is calling him a war criminal, then they should try 
him in a criminal court,” says Olya Odynsky-Grod і 


Гогопо resident Wasy! Odynsky, 74, has been charged with not dis- 
closing his wartime activity upon screening by the International Refugee 
Organization in 1949 і 

According to the 30-page “Applicant's Summary of Facts and Evidence” 
that lawyers for the War Crimes Section of the Justice Department and the 
Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration submitted to federal court, this 
war time activity included serving as a guard at the Trawniki labour camp 
in Poland 

But nowhere in this document is there any direct accusation that Odynsky 


committed any war crimes. The document states only that “his assign- 


ment [in the guard unit] lasted through the ‘Harvest Festival’ massacre, in 
November 1943", which the unit is alleged to have participated in. 

Under the citizenship revocation 
process, the government is not obli- 
gated to prove someone's guilt as a 
war criminal. The only criteria is the 
“balance of probabilities” that he 
may have misrepresented himself 
upon application to emigrate to 
Canada 

Odynsky is to be tned in a civil 
court and yet the allegations relate 
to criminal activity. 

“That's the problem,” his daugh- 
ter told Ukrainian News. “The civil 
court is really an administrative tr- 
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Shumka, Cheremosh — together 


Canada’s premier dance groups, Shumka and Cheremosh, performed together for only the second time in his- 
tory at the Alberta Council for Ukrainian Arts fourth annual banquet, Feb. 21. What brought them together was 
a tribute to Chester and Luba Kuc. Chester founded both groups. The couple were among the recipients of the 
four “Excellence in Artistry” awards presented by ACUA at the banquet. For more, see Page 11. 


Demyjanjuk’s citizenship restored 
Ukrainian Canadians welcome decision 
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bunal. Given the severity of the 
charges and the potential conse- 
quences — stripping of citizenship, 
loss of pension and ultimately ex- 
pulsion from his country of 50 years 
— does this not deserve a criminal 
trial? In fact, is guilt by association 
true evidence? Where is the burden 
of proof?” she queried 

In the case of Wasily Bogutin 
who was ordered deported bec 
he was found to have lied abou 
activities in Nazi-occ 1U 


55, 


pied L 


(UCCLA)—News that John Demjanjuk’s Ameri- 
can citizenship was restored Feb. 20 by Judge Paul 
R. Matia, of the US District Court, was welcomed 
by Canada’s Ukrainian community. 

Falsely accused of being the notorious “Ivan The 
Temble” of Treblinka, Cleveland’s John Demjanjuk 
was stripped of his US citizenship in 1981 and de- 
ported to Israel in 1986 

After being convicted, in 1988, of havin 


mitted crimes against humanity he was sentenced to 


death. Given the dubiousness of much of the evi- 


мі і tt ¢ conviction wa - 
Gence usec in Ша! trial, Ша! conviction was Ove! 


for the government's obligation to take no steps that 
prevent an adversary from presenting his case fully 
and fairly. This was fraud on the court in the circum- 
stances of this case where, by recklessly assuming 
Demjanjuk’s guilt, they failed to observe their obli- 
gation to produce exculpatory materials requested by 
Demjanjuk.” 

Commenting, John B. Gregorovich, of the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Civil Liberties Association, said: 

‘We have always been against US-style denatu- 
ralization and deportation procedures in was crimes 
cases because of the less rigorous standards of evi- 
e applied. We believe that any person accused 
g a war criminal should be brought to trial in 
ninal court. That, given the serious- 
charge, is only fair. We now 
idence about just how unjust the 
h can be and proof about the un- 
iour of the OSL Canada should not 


15 that have, yet again, proven faulty 
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Замах на життя 


одеського 


Ігор Столяров 

Замах на життя головного редактора газети 
«Слово», Голови Одеської територіяльної виборчої 
комісії Леоніда Капелюшного викликав проведення 
надзвичайної позачергової сесії міської Ради 
народних депутатів. 

Як наголосив у виступі на сесії депутат Міськ- 
ради Володимир Курінний -- «Складається 
враження, що в Одесі, напередодні березневої 
виборчої кампанії, розпочато справжнє полювання 
на працівників засобів масової інформації, вони 
стали об'єктом для нападів з боку кримінального 
світу. Вибух у приміщенні редакції Одеської облас- 
ної незалежної газети «Юг», що мав місце рік 
тому, не спонукав правоохоронців до радикальних 
дій. З цього приводу немає жодної інформації, 
не знайдено тих хто його організував. Таких 
прикладів можна навести чимало. Сьогодні і 
б'ють журналістів, які мають різні політичні 
погляди. Нажаль, спостерігаємо навіть факти 
фальсифікацій під час розслідування резонансних 
справ. В разі, якщо цей процес не буде зупинено 
- мені навіть жахливо думати про те, що нас 
очікує у березні 1998 року». 

За словами Володимира Курінного - «все що 
сьогодні відбувається в Одесі, нечесна політична 
боротьба за участю правоохоронних органів - 
все це спрямовано на вибори 98 року. Комусь 
дуже не подобається те, яким чином триває в 
Одесі передвиборча кампанія, якими є уподобання 
виборців міста. 

інший депутат Ірина Шелковнікова наголосила 
на необхідності примусити правоохоронні органи 
Одещини виконувати свої обов'язки. «Сьогодні 
в Одесі чимало її жителів побоюються виходити 
ввечері на вулиці міста. Матері дітей вимушені 
зустрічати ввечері дітей зі шкіл побоюючись, 
що з ними станеться щось жахливе». 

Депутати, переважною більшістю голосів, схва- 
лили рішення «Про виконання державною владою 
своїх конституційних обов'язків щодо міста Одеси 
та його жителів - громадян України». 

Як мовиться у схваленому документі: «Черговий 
акт політичного терроризму, скоєний в Одесі, 
дозволяє зробити висновок, що головний обов'язок 
державної влади, («Затвередження та забезпечення 
прав та свобод людини і громадянина»), не 
виконується на території міста Одеси. 

Порушення встановлених Загальною деклара- 
цією прав людини та гарантованих Конституцією 
України прав на життя, свободу та особисту 
недоторканість, нелюдське, принизливе ставлення 
стало не лише проявом зростання злочинності, 
але й постійними діями для окремих представників 
органів. Одеська міська Рада, що не має мож- 
ливості впливати на правоохоронні органи, робила 
спроби змінити ситуацію, звертаючись, в тому 
числі й до Президента країни. Одеська обласна 


Українсько-канадський 


бібліотечний 
центр в Одесі 
ігор Столяров 


(Прес-Центр «Південь») Значне зацікавлення 
у студентів вищих навчальних закладів Одеси, 
місцевої інтелігенції викликало створення в Одесі, 
у приміщенні обласної державної наукової біб- 
ліотеки їм. Горького -- Українсько-канадського 
бібліотечного центру. 

Чимало сил до того, аби в Одесі реально діяв 
Українсько-канадський бібліотечний центр док- 
лали: «Товариство Приятелів України» з Канади 
та директор Одеської обласної бібліотеки ім. 
Горького Ольга Ботушанська. 

Вже тепер кожен з відвідувачів бібліотечного 
центру має можливість ознайомитися з україно- 
мовною пресою, яка тепер видається в Канаді, 
з вельми цікавими україномовними книжками 
виданими в Канаді та літературою виданою в 
Канаді англійською мовою, але присвячену 
Україні - подіям історичної ваги. 

В Українсько-канадському бібліотечному центрі 
представлено i справді рідкісні книжки, зокрема, 
твори Тараса Шевченка - славнозвісний «Кобзар». 

Як повідомила працівник Українсько-канад- 
ського бібліотечного центру в Одесі Світлана 
Крижевська - є пляни розширення каталогу 
літератури, представленої увазі українського 
читача. Відомості про найбільш популярну літе- 
ратуру регулярно з Одеси надсилатимуть до То- 
ронто у місцеве «Товариство приятелів України». 


редактора 


державна адміністрація, призначена Президентом 
й така що має права контролювати і коорди- 
нувати діяльність правоохорнних органів, не 
бачила в їх діях нічого крім успішної, яке поси- 
люється, боротьби зі злочинністю. 

Місто Одеса, мільйон його мешканців, стали 
заручниками кризи державної влади в Україні, 
де не виконуються ні Конституція, ні Закони, 
ні рішення виконавчої влади. Приміром, рішення 
Координаційного комітету з питань боротьби з 
корупцією та організованою злочинністю при 
Президентові України про звільнення прокурора 
Одеської області Василя Їванова та керівника 
обласного управління з питань боротьби з 
організованою злочинністю Володимира Філіпова, 
не лише не виконано, але й обговорюється 
тими органами, чиї дії він координує». 

На думку депутатів Міськради: «Черговим 
доказом безкарності злочинців та безсилля влади, 
є факт замаху на життя редактора газети Слово, 
Голови міської територіяльної виборчої комісії 
Леоніда Капелюшного. Цей замах став актом 
відвертого політичного терору кримінального 
світу та його хазяїв проти жителів міста, органів 
місцевого самоуправління. Замах на голову 
міської виборчої комісії, без сумніву, мав за 
мету дестабілізувати ситуацію в місті, зірвати 
законний процес волевиявлення громадян, заля- 
кати одеситів напередодні виборів. Це вигідно 
тим, хто не бажає змиритися з втратою контролі 
над Одесою, як одним зі стратегічних центрів 
геополітичного простору південно-східної Европи, 
тим міжнародним кланам тіньових продавців 
нафти, зброї, наркотиків, хто заради досягнення 
своєї політичної мети готовий йти на будь-які 
злочини, є готовим заплатити будь-яку ціну за 
зміну влади в Одесі. 

Факти свідчать, що в Одеській області немає 
органу державної виконавчої влади, що спромож- 
ний та має намір протистояти вищезгаданим 
негативним процесам». 


Автори Заяви висловили вимогу ло Презнденте 
ко- 7 
i 


України — «дати гласну оцінку ситуації із 
нанням Одеською обласною державною адмініс- 
трацією, управлінням Міністерства внутрішніх 
справ України в Одеській області, прокуратурою 
Одеської області Конституції України, забезпечен- 
ням прав та свобод людини та громадянина. 
Відновити законність в діяльності цих органів 
та притягти до відповідальності осіб, що їх 
очолюють». 

Депутати ухвалили рішення, що на час перед- 
виборчої кампанії, враховуючи складну криміно- 
генну ситуацію в Одесі, - членів міської терито- 
ріяльної виборчої комісії та вищих посадових 
членів міської територіяльної воборчої комісії 
та вищих посадових осіб Одеського міськвикон- 


кому відтепер супроводжуватиме спеціяльна охорона. 


Депутатська 
недоторканість 


може бути скасована 

(KBYB)—150 депутатів Верховної Ради 
підписалися під проєктом змін до Конституції 
України, які б частково скасували депутатську 
недоторканість. Це дає можливість розглянути 
проєкт у парляменті в березні. За Консти- 
туцією, народні депутати не можуть бути 
притягнені до кримінальної відповідальності 
без згоди на це Верховної Ради. Раніше 
подібний Імунітет поширювався на депутатів 
усіх рівнів, проте був скасований у лютому 
цього року. 

Згідно законопроєкту, розробленого Комі- 
тєтом Верховної Ради з питань боротьби з 
корупцією, пропонується обмежити «Імунітет» 
лише забороною арештувати депутата до 
рішення суду без згоди парляменту. Голова 
Комітету Григорій Омельченко вважає, що 
зміни полегшать правоохоронним органам 
розслідування ряду резонансних справ 
пов'язаних з корупцією у верхніх ешелонах 
влади. Опоненти скасування «Їмунітєту» 
стверджують, що воно буде негайно вико- 
ристано владою, яка контролює правоохорон- 
ні структури для розправи над політичними 
опозиціонерами. 


\ 


і 
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Odynsky innocent, daughter says 


Cont. from P. 1 

“There was no evidence linking him directly with 
any executions,” McKeown wrote. 

McKeown said.that. Bogutin was involved in the 
round-up of young persons for forced labour in Ger- 
many and “gained admission to Canada for permanent 
residence by false representation or fraud.” 

Bogutin denied all the allegations, claiming he 
worked for the police in a civilian capacity and that he 
was not involved in any criminal activity. 

Odynsky-Grod says her father was never asked about 
his war record when he came to Canada. 

“No one questioned him about what he did in the 
war. The immigration officers, he recalls, were more 
interested in his health,” she says in an article which 
appears on the editorial page of this issue of Ukrainian 
News. 

Unfortunately, she says, those documents have been 
shredded so there is no record of his application for 
immigration. 

Odynsky-Grod also says that he was forcibly taken 
away from his village in what is now the Ivano- 
Frankivsk region as part of an order rounding up all 
men who were born between 1921 and 1925. 

“He was 19 when the Nazis arrested him and force- 
fully led him and others away from his village. Those 


(UkrNews)—The former director of the U.S. Of- 
fice of Special Investigations, who has been hired 
by Canada’s Justice Department to act in an advi- 
sory capacity to its War Crimes Unit, is to appear 
before a House of Commons committee to explain 
his role in the Demjanjuk case. 

His appearance was requested by Reform justice 
critic Jack Ramsay, who says he wants Neal Sher to 
appear in order to “clear the air” about his involve- 
ment in the affair. 

“The evidence indicates that the OSI was prepared 
to send an innocent man to his death,” said Reform 
justice critic Jack Ramsay. 

“If Neal Sher had any knowledge of this, or par- 
ticipated in any way in this, directly or indirectly, 
this has serious repercussions for his own investiga- 
tive and personal integrity,” he was quoted as say- 
ing in the Ottawa Citizen, 

Ramsay's office says no date has yet been set for 
Sher's appearance, but predicts it will probably be 
in May. 

Sher’s hiring was opposed by Canada’s Ukrainian 
community, which has pointed out that during the 
Demjanjuk procedure the OSI was found, by a U.S. 
court of appeals, to have engaged in “prosecutorial 
conduct that constituted fraud on the court.” 

The OSI was found to have knowingly used forged 
documents, misrepresented witnesses, pressured the 
accused and their families to accept guilty pleas and 
withheld evidence that could be used to prove inno- 
cence from the defendants. 

The OSI's conduct in the Demjanjuk affair was 
again condemned Feb. 20 when the district court re- 
stored Demjanjuk’s U.S. citizenship. 

Reviewing the procedures used to denaturalize and 
deport Demjanjuk, Judge Matia noted that attorneys 
for OSI had: 

“Acted with reckless disregard for the truth and 
for the government's obligation to take no steps that 
prevent an adversary from presenting his case fully 


UCC appeals for Bogutin 


Says punishment does not fit the crime 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress has appealed to Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien to reject the recommendation to denaturalize and 


deport Wasily Bogutin to another country. 


“Justice McKeown noted specifically that ‘there was no evidence link- 
ing him (Mr. Bogutin) directly with any executions’ during the Second 
World War,” stated UCC National President Oleh Romaniw in a Feb. 24 


letter. 


“Bogutin testified that he was not involved in any criminal activity. 
Unless there is compelling evidence proving that Mr. Bogutin is guilty of 
a war crime or crime against humanity we do not believe justice will be 


served by forcing him to leave Canada. 


“We make this appeal for a stay against his denaturalization and depor- 
tation on humanitarian and compassionate grounds. The severity of the 
punishment — Mr. Bogutin’s deportation — compared to the nature of 
his transgression — fraud — simply does not accord with the principles 


of natural justice,” he said. 


Bogutin, 88, was ordered deported after Justice William McKeown of 
the Federal Court of Canada has ruled that he had lied about his activities 
in Nazi-occupied Ukraine when he immigrated to Canada in 1951. 


Sher to appear before House committee 


"He is not a murderer, nor was he 
ever a Nazi. He was, and remains, a 
victim of Nazi Germany’s 
occupation of Ukraine." 

Olya Odynsky-Grod 


who resisted were shot. He is not a murderer, nor was 
he ever a Nazi. He was, and remains, a victim of Nazi 
Germany’s occupation of Ukraine,” she writes in the 
article. 

Odynsky-Grod told Ukrainian News that her father 
first received notification of his deportation hearing 
Sept. 24 through a letter from Citizenship and Immi- 
gration Minister Lucienne Robillard. 

Six months later, his lawyers still haven’t been pre- 
sented with the evidence against him, she added. 

Max Wolpert, counsel for the War Crimes Section 
told Ukrainian News that a conference call between a 
judge, the government and defence lawyers on March 
10 will determine the schedule for disclosure. 

Earlier this month Odynsky’s lawyers were given a 
copy of the “Applicant’s Summary of Facts and Evi- 
dence” which lists the documents that will be used in 
evidence, he added. 


“The evidence indicates that the 
OSI was prepared to send an inno- 
cent man to his death. If Neal Sher 
had any knowledge of this, or par- 
ticipated in any way in this, directly 
or indirectly, this has serious re- 
percussions for his own investiga- 


tive and personal integrity.” 
MP Jack Ramsay 


and fairly. This was fraud on the court in the cir- 
cumstances of this case where, by recklessly assum- 
ing Demjanjuk’s guilt, they failed to observe their 
obligation to produce exculpatory materials re- 
quested by Demjanjuk.” 

Among the documents the court considered in 
reaching its verdict was a declaration Sher filed on 
Jan. 3, 1997. 

Justice Minister Anne McLellan says she carefully 
investigated the Ukrainian allegations against Sher 
before she hired him and thinks it would be a good 
idea for him to appear before MPs. 

“I have absolutely no doubt that Mr. Sher will ap- 
point himself brilliantly and candidly,” McLellan told 
the Citizen, 

“Based on the information that I have in my pos- 
session from relevant authorities in Washington, I 
do not believe that Mr. Sher did anything that would 
speak to unprofessional conduct, any misconduct or 
any lack of professionalism on his part.” 

McLellan said she is disappointed by the aggres- 
sive position taken by the Ukrainian community. 

“I would hope all Canadians regardless of ances- 
try would acknowledge the fact that it’s important 
for this country to have an aggressive war crimes 
policy,” the justice minister said. 
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WASYL ODYNSKY 
DEFENCE TRUST FUND 


Donation in Support of this Trust Fund 


may be sent to 


5289 Roebuck Ct. 
Mississauga, Ontario L5R 2J5 
905-890-8110 
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Get the compensation you deserve! 
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(905) 568-9890 Fax: 568-9893 
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TOLL FREE 1-800-323-2794 
www.so-use.com 
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Французьке ім'я — Українська душа 
Edmonton's Ukrainian Hotel with a French Name 


Chateau Louis 


» 11727 Kingsway Ave., Edmonton, Alberta TSG 3A1 
Ph.: 452-7770 


OILERS PACKAGE 
INDIVIDUAL PACKAGES 
$79.95 + GST per person based on double occupancy or 
$ 99.95 + GST single occupancy 
Includes: « ticket to the game 
* transportation from hotel to Coliseum & return 
+ deluxe dinner in the Royal Coach Dining room 
* опе night accommodation Queen or Twin beds 
* hotel tax 
Call Isabel for more information 1 (403) 452-7770 
Out of town customers call Toll Free at 1-800-661-9843 
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Ukrainian (Calgary) Credit Union 


Open Tuesday & Friday evenings: 7:00 рт-9:00 pm. 
Also Friday afternoons: 12:00 pm-2:00 pm. 
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Tel.: (403) 230-7001 
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(Owned and operated by LEYDEN'S Funeral Home Ltd.) 
304 - 18th Avenue S.W., Calgary — 228-4422 
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Serving Calgary Area Since 1930 
СЕМ СОРОКАН — Управитель i власник 
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483 Віоог 51. МУ. 
(416) 922-5875 


2199 Bloor St. W. 
(416) 769-5020 


1535 Yonge St. 
(416) 944-1253 


95 Front St. E. 
(416) 366-7259 
M-C Dairy (416) 231-0304; 106 North Queen St. 
Кефір, йогурт, cup, гуслянка 
Ресторан відкритий від 7 год. рано до 1:30 рано 
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(416) 231-1498 
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«Чи не матиме «Правда України» 
долю беларуської газети «Свобода»? 


Наш одеський кореспондент ігор Столяров 
вечері 29 січня зустрівся з одеським корес- 
пондентом газети «Правда України» Людмилою 
Бойко та провів з нею бесіду. 

Їгор Столяров: Чим, на Вашу думку, викли- 
кано припинення виходу в світ газети «Правда 


України?» 


Людмила Бойко: Я гадаю, що читачі, які 
регулярно читають нашу газету знають відповідь 
на це запитання. А якщо відверто, то, я так 
вважаю, це викликано відкритим опизиційним 


становищем газети. 


«Правда України» останнім часом відверто і 
адресно критикувала і пана Президента, і прем'єр- 
міністра, і окремих міністрів. Дотого-ж критика 
була доказовою, з документами, з фактами, з 
цифрами. Думаю, що нашим можновладцям це 


було не до смаку. 


В будь-якій цивілізованій країні є влада і € 
опозиція. Ї не завжди владі подобається що (її 
цивілізовані 
з'ясування стосунків у випадку коли щось десь 
не так. У нашому - ж випадку я думаю, що з 
боку Міністерства інформації це був крок 
нецивілізований і недемократичний. 

i. С.: Чому «Правду України», на Вашу думку, 
заборонили друкувати саме 28 січня? 

Л. Б.: Чому це сталося саме 28 січня - краще 
було б запитати у пана Кулика, який підписував 
лист директору видавництва «Правда України». 

А я особисто думаю, що це викликано тим, 
що в числі газети від 29 січня мав друкуватися 
депутатський запит до Генеральної прокуратури 
від народного депутата України Омельченка, який 
очолює комісію з боротьби з корупцією та 
злочинністю де народний депутат прохає 
розібратися з тими фактами правопорушень, які 
були здійснені державними чиновниками високого 


критикують, але ж є і 


рівня. 


і. С.: Як далі розгортатимуться події навколо 
«Правди України? Які настрої є у працівників 


газети? 


Л. Б.: Прогнозувати ситуацію важко. Які дії 
будуть вживати члени Кабміну я не знаю, але 
газети налаштований 
рішуче і що ми всі прагнемо відстояти незалежну 
газету «Правда України», яка несе все-таки людям 
правду - є фактом. Те, що призупинили випуск 
газети яскраво свідчить про це. 

Ми будемо відстоювати свою позицію і хочемо 


те, що колектив нашої 


надалі виходити. 


Принаймні зараз редколегія шукає інші 
варіянти, шукає незалежну друкарню. 

Хочу нагадати, що наклад газети «Правда 
України» - понад 540 тисяч примірників. Газета, 
за накладом, друга в Україні. 

Хочеться лише запитати - яке моральне право 
мав міністр інформації забороняти вихід газети, 
якщо його прямий обов'язок інформувати на- 
селення про те, що відбувається в Україні? Тим 
наче, що більше півмільйона громадян витягнули 
з власної кишені гроші, передплатили газету - 
а тепер її не одержують. Невже це лише тому, 
що міністру інформації і прем'єр-міністру, і ще 
комусь там не подобається позиція газети? Хіба 
це демократично і вкладається в рамки цивілі- 
зованих країн і цивілізованих стосунків? Я цього 
не розумію... 

Я розраховую на те, що читачі підтримають 
нашу газету. Розраховую, що підтримають нас і 
партії. 

Сіль не лише в тому щоби і надалі «Правда 
України» друкувалася, але в тому, щоби при 
самому корені знищити прецедент коли йде 
відверта розправа з опозиційною пресою. 

і. С.: Ї останнє. «Правда України» набула 
собі статусу опозиційної газети. Чи маєте 
Ви проблеми з виконанням власних журналіс- 
тичних обов'язків в Одеській області? 

Л. Б.: Стосовно себе, я не можу сказати, 
щоби перешкоди моїй праці чинилися в Одеській 
області. З усіма гілками влади місцевої, з сило- 
вими структурами у мене стосунки є нормаль- 
ними. 

Що стосується Києва і її статусу тут можу 
сказати, що 1-го січня наша газета відзначила 
власне 60-річчя. Це одна з найстаріших газет 
України, яка має свій імідж, має свого читача. 
На відміну від багатьох інших ми не змінили 
назву газети. Хоча свого часу ми були органом 
ЦК Компартії України і зрозуміло, що зберігши 
назву ми викликали у багатьох негативне 
ставлення до себе. Але, ми це зберігли і знову 
стали популярною газетою. 

«Правда України» залишилась однією з 
небагатьох газет які говорять правду, багато 
правди відвертої, неприхованої. А це не 
подобається багатьом з тих хто є сьогодні у 
керма держави. 

Багато наших правителів вважає демократією 
лише той процес коли їх вихваляють, але коли 
йде критика - то, на їх думку, це не демократія... 


норми 


Польщу закликають перекрити кордон 


(КБУВ)- Комісія Євросоюзу 
в Брюсселі поставила перед 
Польщею жорстоку умову -- 
закрити свої східні кордони -- 
з Україною та Білоруссю. Без 
виконання вимоги, Євросоюз не 
бачить можливим відкриття 
західного кордону Польщі, побо- 
юючись, що країна може пере- 
творитися на перевалочний 
пункт для нелегальних робіт- 
ників та біженців на шляху з 
держав колишнього СРСР у За- 
хідну Європу. Донедавна між 
Україною та Польщею діяв 
спрощений візовий режим: візу 
потрібно було брай лише для 
поїздки більше ніж на 90 днів. 

Варшава, що добивається пов- 
ноцінного членства у Європей- 
ських міжнародних структурах, 
опинилася перед нелегким вибо- 
ром. З одного боку, східний кор- 
дон сьогодні справді не є переш- 
кодою для проникнення в країну 
«нелегалів» та кримінальних 
структур з держав СНД і без 
блокування кордону Захід навряд 
чи погодиться на тіснішу інтег- 
рацію з Польщею. З іншого, 
введення повноцінного візового 
режиму невигідне Варшаві: це 
ускладнить товарообмін прикор- 
донних районів 1 залишить без 
роботи тисячі громадян по обид- 


білоруські та російські торговці 
постачають поляків дешевшою 
продукцією. Чимало громадян 
цих країн нелегально наймають- 


ся на роботу у Польщі - за 
нижчу платню, ніж поляки. 


ва боки кордону. У польській 
столиці уже пройшло пікетуван- 
ня з протестом проти закриття 
кордону та під гаслами на 
кшталт: «Поверніть нам заробіт- 
чан зі Сходу!» Українські, 


Коротко 


Львів змінюватиметься 

(КБУВ)--Львівська мерія готує проєкт створення у місті 
вільних економічних зон. 3i слів міського голови Львова 
Василя Куйбіди, таких зон буде три: вільна торгівельна - у 
центрі міста, промислова - у мікрорайоні «Рясне» та техноцентр 
- на базі університету «Львівська політехніка». Вільні 
економічні зони, уже утворені в кількох регіонах України, як 
правило, передбачають пом'якшення податкового та митного 
режиму для підприємств. Мер Львова також повідомив, що 
вже розпочато підготовку документації для початку будівництва 
у місті метро. Саме будівництво може розпочатися через 2- 
3 роки. 


Лідера комуністів закидали камінням 

(КБУВ)--Мало не закінчилася кровопролиттям зустріч 
керівника Компартії України Петра Симоненка з львів'янами. 
Приміщення, де виступав комуніст оточив натовп у дві-три 
тисячі галичан, що скандували «Комуняків - на гілляки!» Ї 
прикрасили вхід до будівлі бутафорною шибеницею зі 
справжньою петлею. Лідерові комуністів вдалося вибратися 
з оточення лише під прикриттям посилених загонів міліції і 
на міліцейському авто. Натовп устиг лише закидати товариша 
Симоненка та журналістів грудками землі та дрібним камінням. 
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Ukrainian voters mistrust elections 


By Katya Gorchinskaya 

(RFE/RL)—Just 23 percent of 
Ukrainians expect the upcoming 
parliamentary elections to improve 
the nation, and only 29 percent be- 
lieve fraud will not affect the out- 
come of the March 29 vote, accord- 
ing to a public opinion poll. 

The opinion survey, conducted by 
the Democratic Initiatives Fund 
jointly with the polling firm Socis- 
Gallup, questioned 1,800 people 
across Ukraine, and compared the 
results to those from a similar sur- 
vey carried out before the 1994 elec- 
tion. The opinion comparison sug- 
gests voters’ expectations — never 
high to begin with — have plumbed 
new depths since the last election 
produced a divided legislature, 
which has spent its term in trench 
warfare with the government. 

“There wasn’t much optimism in 


1994, but by now it has decreased 
seriously,” said Democratic Initia- 
tives Fund analyst Iryna Bekeshkina 
as results were released. 

The proportion of respondents 
who said the elections could im- 
prove the situation in Ukraine has 
shrunk from 32 percent in 1994 to 
23 percent this year, and only eight 
percent of the respondents — half 
the 1994 total — believe their vote 
will make a difference. 

Serhiy Odarych, director of the 
Ukrainska Perspektyva policy as- 
sessment organization (think-tank), 
said such numbers are to be ex- 
pected. “I think they are very logi- 
cal,” he said. “What else can you 
expect in the country, where corrup- 
tion in the government is growing, 
and the population is shrinking at the 
same rate as it would during a war?” 

Forty-four percent of those polled 


Crimean Deputy PM dies of wounds 


Gang arrested while another official shot 


by the Democratic Initiatives Fund/ 
Socis-Gallup said they were certain 
to go the polls, and another 20 per- 
cent described themselves as likely 
voters. But most of those cited their 
civic duty or force of habit — while 
just 15 percent of the probable vot- 
ers were motivated by the desire to 
support a specific candidate or party. 

By contrast, 38 percent of those 
expecting to stay home cited lack of 
faith in all politicians as their pri- 
mary reason. 

The opinion survey suggests older 
voters are more likely to come to the 
polls than young Ukrainians. That 
could boost the share of the vote 
predicted for the Communists, who 
have the loyalty of 17 percent of the 
electorate — three times the figure 
registered by the second-place 
Rukh, now described as a moderate 
nationalist party. 


(Eastern EconomisvJF Monitor)—Crimea’s First 
Deputy Prime Minister Oleksandr Safontsev died 
Feb. 23 as a result of wounds received in a Feb. 5 
assassination attempt. 

A remotely controlled bomb detonated in a trash 
can outside the minister's Simferopol home. 

Crimean police arrested a criminal group Feb. 9 
believed to have been involved in the murder. 

The news was announced by Interior Minister 
Yuriy Kravchenko Feb, 10, 

Police netted over 100 suspects following a crack- 
down on firms and criminal groups operating on the 
peninsula. 

fomThe two major gangs in Crimea — “Seilem” and 
“Bashmaki"” — both have close links to the 
peninsula's leading political parties. 

Within the Crimean government, Safontsey was 


Luzhkov now claims all Crimea 


(JF Monitor)—Reacting to Moscow Mayor Yury Luzhkov’s latest state- 


in charge of trade, foreign economic ties, the defense 
industry, energy and privatization. 

A number of deputies to the Crimean parliament 
are understood already to have been questioned in 
connection with the blast. 

Meanwhile, on Feb. 13, two individuals suspected 
of involvement in the attempted murder, Feb. 10, of 
Odesa port customs head, Anatoliy Bezsmertny, were 
apprehended. Bezsmertny remains in critical condi- 
tion in hospital. 

And on Feb. 11, Crimean militia searched the 
dacha of Yalta city council deputy Serhiy Voronkoy 
in Haspra. 

The deputy is believed to be a leader of an influ- 
ential criminal group in the Yalta area. 

МогопКоу is a Greek citizen and is believed to be 
in Greece at present. 


HISTORY ECONOMY 


As the opinion survey results 
were being released, the Organiza- 
tion for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) accused Ukraine's 
government of curtailing press free- 
dom. The OSCE assertion was based 
on the closing of one newspaper, and 
efforts to close another — each 
linked to a prominent opposition 
candidate. 


WEST ARKA 


2282 Bloor 51. М. Toronto, Ont, Canada MSS 1N9 


WE ACCEPT MAIL ORDERS 
A. CHORNY 


Теї.: (416) 762-8751 Fax: (416) 767-6839 


CLASSIFIED 


LAIKA-RUSSO-EUROPEAN SPITZ, medium size, pure breed - 
10 week old PUPIES FOR SALE. Excelent hunting dog and family 
friend. $300.00. Tel. 1(403) 273-8296 Calgary. 


FOR SERVICE AT THE TOP CALL CO-OP 


ALBERTA CO-OP TAXI 


Eee 


~ 
Moster Cord 
= 


DRIVER OWNER 
OPERATED 


TAXI 


42 5-83 40 osParcr system 


L VISA | 


FIRST COMPUTER 


FOR SERVICE AT THE TOP CALL CO-OP 


EUR 


SPECIALIST 


& IDA 


TRAVEL ~ У 
(1981) LTD. 27 


IN UKRAINE 


- BEST PRICES for Tours & Trips 
to UKRAINE Kyiv / Lviv 
* Seats to UNITED KINGDOM on SALE NOW! 


(Some Restrictions) 


Call LESIA (Travel Agent) for more information: 
OPEN SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS. OPEN DAILY 8 A.M. TO7 P.M. 


50 YEARS 
IN BUSINESS 


10008 - 103 AVE 


CULTURE GEOGRAPHY 


424-6481 
1-800-203-2514 


INDUSTRY DEMOGRAPHY 


ments in Sevastopol, the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry stated that territorial 
claims on behalf of Russia “play on the pseudo-patriotic sentiments of 
certain sections of Russia's population” and constitute a “dangerous ad- 
venture,” 

The Ministry observed that Luzhkov was not authorized to express the 
Russian government's position and described Luzhkov's views as run- 
ning counter to “the course toward partnership, launched by Presidents 
Boris Yeltsin and Leonid Kuchma.” 

Feb, 21 in Sevastopol, Luzhkoy called for the return to Russia not only 
of that city — in which the main base of Russia's Black Sea Fleet is tem- 
porarily located — but of the Crimean Peninsula as well. 

He went on to predict that “Russian-Ukrainian relations will never be 
normal as long as the injustice continues with respect to Sevastopol and 
Crimea.” 

Claiming inaccurately that public signs in Sevastopol are all in the Ukrai- 
nian language, Luzhkov dwelt on the problem of schools, protesting against 
“forcible Ukrainization” and defending the Crimean Russians’ right to 
“teach their children Russian history and Russian literature in the Russian 
language.” 

In actual fact there are currently only two complete Ukrainian-language 
schools in all of Crimea, compared to 586 Russian-language schools and 
15 schools that offer education in Crimean Tatar. 


Albright, Gore to visit Ukraine 


(Eastern Economist)}—U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
will most likely make a one-day working visit to Ukraine on March 
5 

According to the deputy head of the Foreign Ministry's Europe 
and America Department, Yevhen Kyrylenko, the terms of the visit 
were proposed by Ukraine, but a final decision on the date must be 
made by Albnght. 

Kyrylenko noted that the aim of the visit will be the fulfillment of 
certain aspects of the strategic partnership signed between Ukraine 
and US with the onus of moving from declarations to specific ac- 
tions. 

He added that if this date is not suitable, then Albright's visit “may 
only be possible in the summer of 1998. 

A visit by US Vice President Al Gore to Ukraine is expected to 
take place in June. He is set to take part in a meeting of the Kuchma- 
Gore Commission. 
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Українські Вісті ye незалежна газета, яка сама утримується 
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підтримувати нашу газету повищими джерелами. Дякуємо 
заздалегідь за Вашу підтримку. 


Government tramples on 
Odynsky’s civil rights 


The case the federal government has brought against Wasyl Odynsky 
exposes how blatantly using the citizenship revocation process to deport 
“war criminals” can trample individual rights and ruin innocent people's 
lives in the process. 

It also shows that the War Crimes Section of the Justice Department has 
no qualms about doing so either. 

The amazing thing is Odynsky — whom the Department of Justice has 
already labelled a “suspected war criminal” in its December 12 press re- 
lease announcing former U.S. Office of Special Investigations Director 
Neal Sher’s hiring as an advisor — is not even being charged with any 
war crime. All he is being charged is with not disclosing his war time 
activity when he came to Canada. 

When the government, in its “Applicant's Summary of Facts and Evi- 
dence”, attempts to link Odynsky with a massacre that the Trawniki guards, 
whom he is alleged to have been a member of, allegedly participated in, 
the best they can come up with is “his assignment lasted through the "Наг- 
vest Festival’ massacre.” They don’t even try to place him at the scene. He 
could have been 100 miles a way at the time, but then, who cares? 

That's because when revoking someone's citizenship — you don't have 
to prove he committed any crime. All he have to prove is he didn’t reveal 
something when he came to the country — even if no one asked him what 
he did in World War II. 

How nice that must be for the prosecutors. You don’t have to bother 
with any niceties such as gathering evidence of any war crimes. Guilt by 
association will do. 

Of course the government doesn’t want to take Odynsky’s case through 
the criminal court system — it doesn’t even have any evidence of а war 
crime being committed. How convenient when you don’t need that. 

Odynsky says that when he was 19 he was forcibly taken away by the 
Germans from his village in Ukraine and pressed into service. 

For 50 years Odynsky has lived in Canada where he has been a model 
citizen, father grandfather, good worker and active member of his com- 
munity. He has done nothing wrong. Neither is he accused of doing any- 
thing wrong in World War II. Yet the government is trying to strip him of 
his citizenship, deport him from the country he has lived in for 50 years, 
Separate him from his family, take away his pension on a technicality 
when it doesn’t even have any evidence of a war crime. They are destroy- 
ing the life of an innocent man and his family. 

But when you have a quota to fill, (and the government itself admitted 
in the Dec. 12 press release that it has set a quota) you have a quota to fill. 
Who cares about justice? 

The total disregard for the rights of Wasyl Odynsky and his family that 
the government has shown, demonstrates the threat that the citizenship 
process poses to basic civil nights in this country. This can lead to very 
Serious travesties of justice. 

This is why the Ukrainian community has consistently opposed this 
procedure. 

Principles such as the basic civil rights of the individual are what Cana- 
dians — a disproportionately high number of them being of Ukrainian 
ongin — fought for in World War П. Denying a person due process of law 
is what dictatorships — not democracies — do. 
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Canada plans to deport my 
father without a fair trial 


By Olya Odynsky-Grod 

I did not have a merry Christmas. I doubt this will be 
a happy new year. I blame Ottawa. 

On Aug. 24 І marched joyfully through Toronto's 
Bloor West Village, celebrating Ukrainian Indepen- 
dence Day. So did Mayor Mel Lastman and thousands 
of others, my father Wasyl among them. A few days 
later our family’s nightmare began. 

Two investigators arrived at my parents’ door. They 
wanted to know what Dad had done during the war. 
He’s a law-abiding man, a Ukrainian patriot. He has 
nothing to hide. So he spoke to them — without legal 
counsel present. I now know he shouldn't have. His 
interrogators didn’t bring an interpreter. His English is 
fine for daily life but not good enough for a hostile in- 
terview. So I say Canada failed Dad that day. 

Why? Think about how this country’s immigration 
and Refugee Board treats refugee claimants. Compare 
that to what the RCMP did to my father, a citizen and 
taxpayer for 50 years. When a person suspected of be- 
ing the kind of criminal whom we might reasonably 
wish to exclude from our country comes before the 
board, a lawyer and interpreter are present, free of 
charge, and friends and family members can attend in 
support. My 73-year-old father had the RCMP arrive 
unexpectedly, confusing him, scaring my mother. The 
Mounties will say they were just doing their jobs on 
orders from above. Odd how they don’t accept excuses 
like that from others. 

On Sept. 24 my father got a letter from the Minister 
of Citizenship and Immigration, Lucienne Robillard. 
She wants to denaturalize and deport him. Is it because 
he’s a war criminal? No. The Government of Canada 
has no evidence that would conclusively prove in a 
criminal court that my father is guilty of any wrongdo- 
ing during the Second World War. You think a person 
is innocent until proved guilty? Ottawa doesn’t. 

Again, I object. Every week dozens of people from 
around the world claim refugee status here. Robillard’s 
appointees let many of them in, often after only the 
most perfunctory of hearings, set up in their favour. 
Reportedly there are real war criminals among these 
“refugees,” from many of the Third World’s festering 
conflicts. I’m sure some good people are getting in too, 
a few of whom may really need our country’s protec- 
tion. I am all for Canada being a safe haven. But I won- 
der why the refugees of today are given the benefit of 
the doubt in their hearings when my father won't be. 

His story is simple. He was 19 when the Nazis ar- 
rested him and forcefully led him and others away from 
his village. Those who resisted were shot. He is not a 
murderer, nor was he ever a Nazi. He was, and remains, 
a victim of Nazi Germany's occupation of Ukraine. 

My father lived in a refugee camp until be arrived in 
Halifax in 1948. No one questioned him about what he 
did in the war. The immigration officers, he recalls, were 
more interested in his health. Since he was a fit young 
man they let him in to work on a farm near Markham, 
Ont. where he paid off the cost of his passage. My 


«Києвскиє ведомости» 

(КБУВ)-Для України, як і для більшості 
держав колишнього СРСР, дискусії між захис- 
никами та противниками абортів поки що не 
актуальні. Сьогодні проблемою є те, як зробити, 
щоб в Україні аборт перестав бути реальною 
загрозою здоров'я нації. 

Хоча статистика свідчить, що українські 
жінки почали рідше вдаватися до переривання 
вагітності, Україна залишається на одному з 
перших місць у світі за кількістю абортів. 
Якщо у США з тисячі жінок аборт роблять 
20, у Франції - 15, а в Голандії - лише 6, то 
в Україні таких - 56. Аборти залишаються 
однією з основних причин материнської смерт- 
ності в Україні. 23 відсотки випадків смерті 
породіль спричинені неякісно зробленими абортами. 

За статистикою, близько 30 відсотків україн- 
ських жінок переривають першу вагітність. 
Майже половина з них - через скрутнє 
матеріяльне становище в сім'ї. Попри жахливі 
умови здійснення абортів більшість українок, 
схоже, воліє вдаватися до переривання вагіт- 
ності, а не до запобігання їй за допомогою 
таблеток-контрацептивів. Завідуючий жіночою 
консультацією у Києві Григорій Підпальний 
каже, що причиною цього є насамперед 


Аборти в Україні 
залишаються суспільним лихом 


My father’s life is on the line. He is 
not going anywhere without a fight. 
And if he is not allowed a fair trial in 
Canada, this is one fight that won’t 
end with him. 


mother, Maria, came five months later. Without com- 
plaint she also did a year’s farm work. 

That's the kind of refugee immigrants this country 
got then — people who went where the country needed 
them, who reimbursed Canada for the costs involved, 
Debts paid, my parents moved to Toronto. he took a 
night job as a truck loader. She worked in a factory 
and kept our happy home. They had three children, I 
was their first. 

We went to high school in Scarborough. Dad was an 
active member of the Brotherhood of Ukrainian Catho- 
lics. Our family grew. Dad and Mom became grand- 
parents. They raised us to proud of our Ukrainian heri- 
tage, ad we are, but they also taught us to be even 
prouder of being Canadian. 

I was. But now I wonder why Ottawa is trying to 
strip away the citizenship of a man who proved to be a 
good father and grandfather, whose boss knew him to 
be a hard worker, an honest citizen who contributed to 
Canada for longer than I have been alive? 

Canada has become Dad’s country. There is nothing 
for my parents in Ukraine. Yet the government wants 
to turn them out of their home, without giving him a 
fair trial. Does this mean that there are, in reality, two 
categories of Canadian citizens — those born here and 
those who come here — and that the latter's citizen- 
ship can never really be certain? Not exactly a pre- 
scription for nation-building, is it? 

If Robillard’s bureaucrats have serious evidence 
proving my father is a war criminal, our family wants 
that documentation disclosed in a Canadian criminal 
court. Dad says he stands ready to be punished if Ot- 
tawa can prove he committed an atrocity. He has the 
courage of an honest man wrongly accused of crimes 
he did not commit. 

But I don’t think the government will have the forti- 

tude to take up our family’s challenge. 1 predict Ot- 
tawa will instead cater to those who orchestrated the 
hysteria about alleged Nazi war criminals in our midst, 
advocates of denaturalization and deportation who pre- 
fer rhetoric to evidence. I don’t. I can't. My father’s 
life is on the line. He is not going anywhere without a 
fight. And if he is not allowed a fair trial in Canada, 
this is one fight that won’t end with him. It will con- 
tinue for generations. Ottawa can count on that. 
Ed Note” This article initially appeared in The Globe 
and Mail on Jan. 5. The author submitted it to Ukrai- 
nian News with the Globe’s permission. Donations to 
the Wasyl Odynsky Defence Trust Fund can be sent 
to: 5289 Roebuck Ct., Mississauga, Ont.., L5R 215. 
Tel: (905) 890-8110. 


стереотип: «У наших жінок, та й чоловіків 
все ще живий давній страх: хімічні контра- 
цептиви -- гормонально небезпечні, через них 
грубшає голос, росте волосся... Ну і, звичайно, 
слабо у нас інформують населення. Мабуть, 
це найголовніше. На початку своєї практики, 
я бачив 14-ий аборт у жінки, яка досі не 
народжувала. Сьогодні до нас приходять часом 
жінки на п'ятий-шостий аборт». 

Сьогодні аборти в Україні роблять як у 
державних клініках, так і в приватних, поки 
що нечисленних. Утім, чимало жінок роблять 
аборт напівпідпільно, у непристосованих умовах. 
Ось думка жінки, що пройшла через шість 
абортів: 

Я побувала у різних клініках. Скрізь мені 
робили аборт без знеболення. Ue жахливо! 
Одного разу вже була домовленість про внут- 
рішньовенну анестезію. Але коли я прийшла 
в операційну, лікар мені порадив: «Навіщо 
тобі ці галюцинації? Краще потерпи! У мене 
таке враження, що наша медицина досі пере- 
конана у тому, що природні відчуття - над 
усе. Пологи - без знеболення, аборти - теж. 

Сьогодні 17 відсоткам українських жінок 
переривають вагітність без знеболення. Втім, 
для більшості з них це бачиться єдиним 
способом уникнення небажаної вагітності. 
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Kuchma again nominated 
for Nobel Peace Prize 


(UkrNews)—On the initiative of 
the Petro Jacyk Educational Foun- 
dation, a group of prominent inter- 
national intellectuals have renewed 
their nomination of Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma, for the Nobel 
Peace Prize for becoming the first 
world leader to voluntarily dis- 
mantle nuclear weapons 

“President Kuchma was the first 
world leader to show in practice how 
to prevent global nuclear catastro- 
phe or, at least, how to reduce the 
danger of its occurrence,” they state 
in a letter to the Norwegian Nobel 
Committee. 

“Ukraine's internal and external 
policies, as illustrated, for example, 
by a series of agreements with Rus- 
sia, give evidence of the Ukrainian 
President's steadfast commitment to 
regional and international peace. 

“By awarding the 1998 Nobel 
Peace Prize to President Kuchma, 
the Norwegian Nobel Committee 
would most aptly support and cham- 
pion Alfred В. Nobel's prime inten- 
tion, documented in his last will and 
testament, that the Nobel Peace 
Prize should be awarded to ‘the per- 
son who shall do the most or the best 


President Leonid Kuchma 


work for the fraternity between na- 
tions, for the abolition or reduction 
of standing armies, and for the hold- 
ing and promotion of peace con- 
gresses’,” the letter says. 

It is signed by: Dr. Peter Jacyk 
(Hon.), President, The Petro Jacyk 
Educational Foundation, Toronto; 
Dr. Roderick Fraser, President, Uni- 
versity of Alberta, Edmonton; Prof. 
Mark von Hagen, Director, The 
Harriman Institute, Columbia Uni- 


versity, New York; Prof. Robert E. 
Johnson, Director, Centre for Rus- 
sian and East Eur. Studies, Univer- 
sity of Toronto; Prof. Michael A. 
Branch, Director, School of 
Slavonic and East Eur. Studies, Uni- 
versity of London, London, UK; 
Prof. Roman Szporiuk, Director, 
Harvard Ukrainian Research Insti- 
tute, Harvard University, Cam- 
bridge; Prof. Zenon Kohut, Direc- 
tor, Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies, University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, Canada and Prof. Kazuo 
Nakai, Department of Social and 
Intl. Relations, University of Tokyo. 

Individual letters of support were 
sent by: Dr. Hans-Joachim Torke, 
Berlin Free University, Germany; 
Prof. Richard Longhorne, Prof. Said 
Samatar, and Prof. Taras Hunczak, 
Rutgers University; Prof. Dr. М. В. 
Veder, University of Amsterdam, 
Netherlands; Prof. Orest Subtelny, 
York University, Toronto; Prof. 
Franklyn Griffiths, University of 
Toronto; Prof. Taras Kuzio, Univer- 
sity of Birmingham, UK; Prof. Joe 
Verhoeven, Catholic University of 
Louvain, Belgium and Prof. 
Yunzhong Zhao, East China Normal 


(JF Monitor)—Addressing a Feb. 17 session of the 
government's Coordinating Committee to Combat 
Corruption and Organized Crime, Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma decried the “emergence of a 
criminally-tainted economic elite which no longer 
contents itself with the wealth it has accumulated, 
but uses that wealth in a grab at political power.” 

According to Kuchma, the ongoing electoral cam- 
paign provides evidence that “organized crime circles 
work through political parties as a cover and as an 
instrument to ultimately legalize their gains... Cer- 
tain parties are turning into politicized criminal 
groups which seek to manipulate a deceived elector- 
ate.” 

Without naming those parties, the president clearly 
alluded to one of them in deploring the slow and in- 
effective investigation into the “gas deals”concluded 


Ukraine to keep Soviet cruiser 


(JF Monitor)—Ukrainian Prime Minister Valeriy 
Pustovoitenko on Feb. 21 announced that a guided- 
missile cruiser once destined for the Soviet Navy would 
be finished and taken over by the Ukrainian Navy. 

He was speaking to the workers at the 61 
Communards Shipyard in Mikolayiv where the ship was 
being built. 

Originally named the Admiral Lobov, the 12,500-ton 
ship had been laid down in 1985 and launched in Au- 
gust 1990. It is the fourth and last of the Slava-class of 
anti-ship cruisers, and is armed with both anti-ship and 
anti-aircraft missiles. 

Work on the ship stopped following the disintegra- 
tion of the Soviet Union, then apparently resumed rather 
fitfully. 


(Eastem Economist)—During talks held between 
delegations representing Ukraine and G7 countries 
in London earlier this month, representatives of the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
and World Bank were acquainted with an action plan 
for 1998. 

It concerns the financial recovery of enterprises 
belonging to the Energy Ministry and was prepared 
by a special Cabinet commission headed by Deputy 
Prime Minister for the Economy Serhiy Tyhypko. 

The plan aims to regenerate several projects sus- 
pended by foreign financiers because of Ukraine’s 


Kuchma alarmed by political 
influence of criminal groups 


Talks aim at resurrecting projects 


University, Shanghai. 


not long ago by government-protected firms. The 
“criminal” profits from those deals “are now being 
thrown into the electoral campaign of those who 
would like to put the whole country into their 
pocket,” Kuchma said. 

The allusion is to the Hromada party of Pavlo 
Lazarenko, Prime Minister in 1996-1997. Hromada 
leaders are reported to have amassed windfall prof- 
its through gas deals with Russia, backed by роу- 


ernment credits and handled by the United Energy - 


Systems company the same leaders control. 
Lazarenko and Hromada are now campaigning ag- 
gressively in the hope of winning a significant num- 
ber of parliamentary seats and a role in government 
after the elections. The authorities recently suspended 
Hromada’s newspaper on the basis of legal techni- 
calities. 


The ship also went through several name changes. 
In 1994 it was reported that it would be completed as 
the Bohdan Khmelnytsky. Then it was referred to as 
the “Vilna Ukraina” (Free Ukraine). 

A sister-ship, now called the Moskva, is being com- 
pleted at the same shipyard for the Russian Black Sea 
Fleet with financial support from the mayor of Mos- 
cow. 

The new cruiser will be by far the largest ship in the 
Ukrainian navy. It was designed for open ocean opera- 
tions and seems both an expensive and inappropriate 
addition to Ukraine's fledgling fleet. 

It may also be some time in coming, as Pustovoitenko 
said the first task would be to draw up a schedule for 
its completion. 


failure to meet relevant terms and conditions. 

The suspended projects are included in a package 
of projects aimed at restructuring and modemizing 
the energy sector in accordance with the memoran- 
dum on cooperation signed by Ukraine, G7 and the 
European Union оп the closure of the Chomobyl 
AES in the year 2000. 

The total value of the project is about US $3 bil- 
lion which will be provided to Ukraine in the form 
of credits. One of the suspended projects is the pro- 
vision of a $360 million credit by the WB for the 
restructuring of Ukraine’s coal industry. 


Elections threatened 
in Kyiv, Sevastopol 


(Eastem Economist)—The lack of separate laws on the status of 
the cities of Kyiv and Sevastopol which could have defined the legal 
aspects of local government is threatening the election of mayors in 
these cities. 

Central Election Committee head Mykhailo Riabets revealed at its 
Feb. 13 meeting, that the CECe had received an appeal from the Gen- 
eral Prosecutor, a statement from the Justice Ministry and a letter from 
deputy mayor of Sevastopol Yevhen Brahin appealing for an official 
interpretation of electoral regulations as they apply to the election of 
mayors in these cities. 

On Jan. 8, Sevastopol city council passed a resolution to set up a 
Sevastopol city election committee. 

Yet, according to the General Prosecutor's office, the section refer- 
ring to the election of a mayor is illegal. 

Kyiv mayor Leonid Kosakivsky noted that if elections fail to take 
place March 29, this would violate Art. 85, Para. 30 of the Constitu- 
tion. 


Rada rejects Lytvak, Lanovy 


(Eastern Economist)—The Verkhovna Rada rejected the appointment 
Feb. 13 of Volodymyr Lanovy as head of the State Property Fund and the 
candidacy of Oleh Lytvak as Ukraine's Prosecutor General. 

Both had been put forward by President Leonid Kuchma. 

Parliamentary Speaker Oleksandr Moroz asked Kuchma to submit other 
candidates for these posts within the two week period stipulated by legis- 
lation. 

Though deputies have rejected both nominations on several occasions, 
Kuchma is keeping to the same candidates. 

Lanovy is set to step down from his temporary post shortly for the course 
of the election campaign. 

Feb. 16 Lytvak called the refusal of the Rada to approve him to the post 
as “political sabotage.” 

“Such actions by the Verkhovna Rada show that not everybody іп 
Ukraine is interested in stabilizing the current situation and promoting the 
rule of law in Ukraine” asserted Lytvak. 

His candidacy has been put forward three times by Kuchma. 


Official unemployment 
figures obscure reality 


(Eastern Economist)—Unemployment in Ukraine in January 1998 
totaled 2.5 per cent of the working population. 

The news was released by the State Statistics Committee who noted 
that as of Feb. 1, the Employment Service’s register of unemployed 


stood at 675,000, of which 461,500 were women. 

The committee noted that according to the ES, vacancies currently 
stand at 37,600. 

Yet, the whole issue is clouded by hidden unemployment. 

Many people are not registered as unemployed but are jobless. 

Hidden unemployment affects up to 30 per cent of the working 
population in Donetsk Oblast, with just 42,000 people officially reg- 
istered as unemployed by the ES. 


Kuchma says relations with 
Russia improving 


(RFE/RL)—On the eve of his trip to Moscow, President Leonid Kuchma 
said in an interview published by “Izvestiya” on Feb. 24 that relations 
between Kyiv and Moscow have greatly improved but are only at “B- 
minus” level. 

Kuchma said that he recently would have rated relations as а "С" but 
now the “toughest knots” in bilateral relations have been “unraveled.” 

He compared Russia and Ukraine to a divorced couple that “only re- 
member problems.” 

Kuchma complained of low Russian investment in Ukraine, saying that 
its total was equal to investment from Cyprus. 

Acknowledging the economic and social problems in his country, 
Kuchma said he hoped a more reform-minded parliament would be elected 
when legislative elections are held on March 29. 

Kuchma was scheduled to meet with Russian President Boris Yeltsin in 
Moscow on Feb. 26. 


Rada ends privatization freeze 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian lawmakers have approved a privatization pro- 
gram ending a legislative ban on the sale of state assets, AFP reported on 
Feb. 13. 

The program, submitted by President Leonid Kuchma, allows for the 
privatization of the energy and telecommunications sectors but would not 
penmit the sale of farm land. 

Prime Minister Valeriy Pustovoitenko said he expects privatization to 
add about 1 billion hryvnia (US$521 million) to state coffers this year. 

The parliament put a freeze on the privatization process in November 
after several reports of inefficiency and corruption. 

In other news, the National Statistics Committee said on Feb. 13 that 
Ukraine received $759.2 million in foreign investment last year. That is a 
42 percent increase over the previous year. Investors from the U.S. ac- 
counted for the largest percentage of investments. 


IDYL UNION 


ant change 


Newspriets 


Pope to visit Ukraine 

(Easter Economist)—Pope John Paul II has agreed to visit Ukraine at 
the invitation of the Christian-Democratic Party. The news was re- 
vealed Feb. 24 by the party head Vitaliy Zhuravsky during a visit to 
the Vatican. The date of the visit has already been agreed but will be 
announced later. Zhuraysky stressed the importance of the Pope ге- 
ceiving an invitation from the President. 


Journalist shot in Odesa 
(RFE/RL)—The editor in chief of a daily newspaper was shot and 
seriously wounded in the Black Sea port of Odesa, ITAR-TASS re- 
ported on Feb. 16. Leonid Kapelushniy, editor of “Slovo” and a cor- 
respondent for the Russian daily “Izvestiya,” was ambushed by two 
men in the city centre and shot twice. A police spokesman said 
| Kapelushniy is also the chairman of the regional election commis- 
sion. He is one of several journalists to have been attacked in Ukraine 
so far this year. 


| Holovaty running for Kyiv mayor 
(Eastern Economist)—An open public meeting at the Druzhba the- 
ater Feb, 20 nominated former Justice Minister Serhiy Holovaty to 
run as a candidate for the post of Kyiv mayor. Holovaty agreed to 
stand as a candidate. Although scheduled to speak, he made no fur- 
ther official statements. 


NATO group holds first meeting 

(Eastern Economist)—The first meeting of a bilateral working group 
within the framework of the special partnership Charter signed be- 
tween Ukraine and NATO was held Feb. 20 at NATO headquarters in 
Brussels, The sides exchanged ideas on military reform, relations 
between civilians and the military, management of military budget 
resources and the group's future activity. The Ukrainian delegation 
included representatives from the Defense ministry and National Se- 
curity Council. 


Udovenko to step down until election 

(Eastern Economist)—Foreign Minister Hennadiy Udovenko an- 
nounced Feb, 13 he intends to step down from duties during the run 
up to parliamentary elections to be held March 29. This became ef- 
fective after his official visit to Cuba Feb.16. Udovenko will stand 
for Rukh. 


Life expectancy falls 

(Eastern Economist)—During the last six years, the life expectancy 
of Ukrainian males fell by 4.4 years. Environment Minister Andriy 
Serdiuk announced the news Feb, 17. Female life expectancy has 
fallen 2.2 years. Male and female life expectancy is now 61.6 and 
72.8 years respectively. He added that there are 1.2 million mentally 
ill people registered in Ukraine and 16,000 registered as HIV infected 


Labour Committee members under arrest 

(Easter Economist)}—Law enforcement agencies arrested а crimi- 

nal group consisting of members of the state committee for labour 

protection in Kyiv. The news was released by the Director of the 
| National Bureau of Investigation, Vasyl Durdynets. Speaking at а 

bnefing held by the Presidential Administration Feb. 16, he said the 

officials were arrested for acquiring large-scale bribes in retum for 
| the illegal establishment of commercial enterprises and issue of li- 
| censes for their activities. More than 100 people are being investi- 
gated for their part in 78 alleged cases of bribery 


| Turkmeni gas passage settled 

(Eastem Economist)—The transportation of Turkmeni gas through 
Russian territory has been coordinated confirmed President Leonid 
Kuchma after meeting Russian Prime Minister Viktor Chemomyrdin, 
| Feb. 19. Kuchma said that Russia is unable to “satisfy Ukraine's gas 
demands by about 10-15 billion cu m.” After all, he added, Russia 
cannot supply enough gas to Ukraine due to problems with 
Turkmenistan. Speaking about the possible creation of а trans-Cau- 
casian cormdor through Ukraine, Kuchma said such moves “are based 
оп economics, not on politics.” 
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High level meetings focus 
on political atmosphere 


(JF Monitor)}—In Kyiv on Feb.18 through 20, Rus- 
sian Prime Minister Viktor Chemomyrdin conferred 
with Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma and Prime 
Minister Valeriy Pustovoitenko and attended a session 
of the intergovernmental commission on bilateral eco- 
nomic cooperation. 

The prime ministers initialed a comprehensive co- 
operation program for the years 1998-2007, which is 
due to be signed by Presidents Boris Yeltsin and 
Kuchma at their impending meeting. 

The document reportedly contains more than 100 
individual programs and projects — a number which 
suggests that many of those points are likely to be de- 
clarative. The sides chose not to focus on long-pend- 
ing, contentious issues, including: 

- Ratification of the 1997 interstate treaty by the 
Russian Duma; 

* Delimitation of their lands, maritime borders and 
economic zone in the Black Sea; 

+ The legal status of the Sea of Azov and of the Kerch 
Strait; « legal, financial and logistical arrangements re- 
garding the basing of Russia’s Black Sea Fleet in 
Crimea; 

* Payment of Ukraine’s massive arrears for deliver- 
ies of Russian gas; 

* Conditions of the transit of Turkmen gas to Ukraine 
via Russia; 

+ Participation of Russian capital in the privatization 


(JF Monitor)—According to Ukraine's Trade 
Union Federation (FTUU), more than two million 
workers and other employees were to participate in 
the country-wide protest action scheduled for Feb. 
19 


In advance of the action day, FTUU leaders handed 
over to President Leonid Kuchma and Prime Minis- 
ter Valeriy Pustovoitenko a list of sweeping economic 
demands that went far beyond the usual issue of over- 
due wages. The demands, in effect, envisaged the 
restoration of the full range of Soviet-era social ben- 
efits, plus — as a sui generis adaptation to the post- 
Soviet times — tax cuts and state protection for in- 
ternal producers. 

At the same time, the FTUU stressed the “purely 
socio-economic “nature of the demands, warning its 
followers against Communist attempts to exploit and 
politicize the protests. 

Countrywide attendance in the protests amounted 
to a minute fraction of the anticipated number. What 
had been billed as mass rallies either turned out to be 
in most places the size of pickets, or failed to take 
place. The exceptions were Kyiv, where FTUU made 
an all-out effort, and Donetsk, where the strong local 
Communist organization swamped the bona-fide 
trade-unionists. 


(Easter Economist/UkrNews)— Thirty-seven per 
cent of all registered candidates for the March parlia- 
mentary elections are going to run for a seat both in 
single-mandate constituencies and on party lists, said 
the Central Elections Commission head Mykhailo 
Riabets Feb. 17. 

If a candidate who is elected in a single-mandate dis- 
trict is also elected on the party list, his or her place on 
the list is replaced by the next candidate on the order. 

The number of candidates elected by party lists is 
determined by the party’s proportion of the vote includ- 
ing only those parties who pass over the four per cent 
threshold necessary for representation. 

According to the CEC, 287 current deputies will run 
for another term in the Rada in single-mandate con- 


Trade unions display | 
weakness before elections 


of Ukrainian energy enterprises and some other unre- 
solved problems. 

The decision to skirt these issues suggests that both 
Moscow and Kyiv seek to maintain good atmospher- 
ics in order to boost the chances of Kuchma’s camp in 
Ukraine’s parliamentary and presidential elections. 

In Moscow, Yeltsin went further than he ever has in 
endorsing Kuchma for reelection as president, and by 
implication, the pro-Kuchma parties in next month's 
parliamentary elections. 

To ensure good Russian-Ukrainian relations, “the 
first thing to do is to not change the presidents, given 
that we have established friendly personal relations. I 
am working fruitfully with Leonid Danilovich 
(Kuchma]. If you change presidents, you may be in 
for a change in relations. I still have two-and-a-half 
years to go, but in Ukraine the [presidential] election 
is approaching. If they elect someone else, we may 
have to start from the beginning. Right now, we can 
solve any question in a friendly fashion,” Yeltsin told 
Russian and Ukrainian journalists in Moscow. 

Such remarks can provide a shot “in the arm for the 
pro-Kuchma parties in their uphill struggle in eastern 
and southern Ukraine. 

However, the Kremlin appears to consider that 
Kuchma may be vulnerable to pressure at this junc- 
ture. Yeltsin added to his endorsement a call on Ukraine 
to sign a military pact with Russia. 


The action day also seemed to expose the declin- 
ing Communist influence. The Communist Party 
Central Committee had, in advance, instructed the 
rank and file to “organize mass participation” in the 
FTUU’s rallies and to lend them a political character 
by urging voters to reject pro-government parties and 
vote Communist in the upcoming parliamentary elec- 
tions. Yet the Communist party's appeal made almost 
no difference except in Donetsk. 

FTUU, the heir to the Soviet-era trade unions, 
nominally controls most of organized labor in 
Ukraine. Its leadership is traditionally tame, cooper- 
ates fairly smoothly with the government, supports 
Ukrainian independence and acts as a breakwater 
toward leftist forces among the working class. 

The Federation leadership's sudden radicalization 
is attributable to the approaching parliamentary elec- 
tions. FTUU, led by Oleksandr Stoyan, runs a slate 
of candidates in tandem with the All-Ukrainian Work- 
ers’ Party headed by Leonid Vernihora. The old-line 
chairmen of the metallurgical, mining, sea transport 
and other trade unions hold top places on the slate. 

The FTUU/AUWP slate seems set to do poorly in 
the election, but will inevitably draw some votes 
away from parties of social-democratic type — the 
Social Democrats and the United Social Democrats 


37% of candidates running twice 


stituencies. 

Most of them represent Donetsk Oblast, followed 
by the Dnipropetrovsk and Luhansk Oblasts and Kyiv 
City. 

Riabets said that the Hromada party is represented 
by the largest number of candidates in single-mandate 
constituencies (199), followed by Rukh (191), the Com- 
munist party (173), the National Front coalition (152), 
the Social Democratic party (United) (118) and the 
Green party (118), amongst others. 

The single-mandate constituency with the largest 
number of candidates, 38, is No. 218 in Kyiv. 

Businessmen predominate, with 24.5 per cent rep- 
resented on party lists and 22.8 per cent in single-man- 
date constituencies. 


Georgia’s Parliamentary Chairman visits Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—Georgia’s Parliamentary Chairman 
Zurab Zhvania held talks in Kyiv on Feb. 13-14 with 
his Ukrainian counterpart, Oleksandr Moroz, and with 
Prime Minister Valeriy Pustovoitenko. 

Moroz affirmed Ukraine’s support 
plication for mem 


for Georgia’s ap- 
il of Europe and 
oon debate 


та'є request that Kyiv provide a peacekeeping unit 


to serve on the border between Abkhazia and the rest 
of Georgia, Caucasus Press reported. 

Pustovoitenko said Ukraine is interested in drawing 
up a long-term program of economic cooperation that 
would increase bilateral trade. 

Zhvania, for his part, expressed support for Ukraine’s 
planned participation in the TRACECA transport cor- 
ridor project. 
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‘The Ukrainian Cana- 
community has reacted 
favourably to the recent announce- 
ment by Adrienne Clarkson, chair- 
woman of the Canadian Museum of 
Civilization Corporation, that no 
“Holocaust gallery” will be installed 
in the Canadian War Museum. 
Speaking on behalf of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Civil Liberties Associa 
tion, and Branch #360 of The Royal 
Canadian Legion, John B 
Gregorovich said 

“When we testified before the 
Senate Standing Committee on Vet 
erans Affairs, in Ottawa on Feb. 4, 
we made it clear that we favour the 
development of a museum in Ottawa 
commemorating the Holocaust, pro 
vided that such 


(UCCLA) 
dian 


an exhibit is inclu 
sive, recalling the deaths of millions 
of non-Jews under the Nazis 

“We also said that the government 
might be better advised to consider 


(RFE/RL) 


EBRD uncertain 
about reactor loan 


Charles Frank, the acting president of the European 


Hopak. 


Vohon holds 
fundraiser 


Edmonton’s Vohon Ukrainian Dance En- 
semble held its fifth annual Dine & Dance 
fundraiser at the Ardrossan Recreation Cen- 
tre, Feb. 14. The event featured music by 
Saskatoon’s Mria and a special performance 
by Vohon. During the fundraiser it was an- 
nounced that Vohon's Malanka in Jasper Park 
Lodge was a huge success this year and there 
is already a waiting list for next year's 
Malanka. Vohon is also planning its annual 
Festival in Sherwood Park this May. Pictured 
above and on the left: Vohon performing its 


developing a ‘Genocide Museum’ 
that would educate the public about 
the many crimes against humanity 
that have taken place not only in 
Europe but also in Africa and Asia 
during this century. We remain com- 
mitted to ensuring that any museum 
set up in the nations’ capital using 
public funds is developed in consul- 
tation with all of the affected com- 
munities. We have written to the 
Honourable Sheila Copps, Minister 
of Canadian Heritage, to ensure that 
we are fully involved in any future 
discussions about the nature of ei- 
ther a ‘Holocaust gallery’ or a 
‘Genocide Museum.,; Since we rep- 
resent Holocaust survivors and vic- 
tims of other genocides, such as the 
Great Famine, we expect to be asked 
to contribute to this project, and we 
will do so.” 

A Ukrainian nationalist and Ho- 
locaust survivor, Steve Petylycky, 


commented: 

“I was a witness to the deaths of 
many friends, murdered by the Na- 
zis for fighting to establish a free 
Ukraine. To this day I bear a tattoo 
on my arm from Auschwitz, 
#154922. As a Holocaust survivor, 
and a proud Canadian, I want to be 
sure that my children and grandchil- 
dren learn that many millions of 
Ukrainian perished under both the 
Nazi and soviet occupations of 
Ukraine during the Second World 
War.” 


Ivano-Frankivsk 


Ernest Pawluski will escort a 


17 day tour UKRAINE '98 with ESPRIT® 


Please call NOW for a brochure with a detailed 
itinerary describing the program. 


The following are highlighted on this 


Cail: Ernie at 
- . =A nat Ки ESPRIT TOUR & TRAVEL 
Kyiv, Kanev, Cherkassy, Uman, (430) 475-1148 
Vinnitsa, Chernivtsi, lvano-Frankivsk, fax: (403) 472-3556 or 
Ternopil, and Lviv. epawluski@compuserve.com 


16625 STONY PLAIN ROAD, EDMONTON, ALBERTA Т5Р 448 
TELEPHONE: 484-7751; FAX:484-9827 
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For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


THE BISHOP BUDKA 


CHARITABLE SOCIETY 


11666 - 95 STREET 
EDMONTON, AB TSG 1L8 


THE BISHOP BUDKA CHARITABLE SOCIETY 
invites supporters to share in a program 
to donate a set of Encyclopedia of Ukraine 
to a Seminary in Ukraine. 


Your donation of $250.00 will be matched from the 
donation we received from the Late John Koziak. 


All donations are tax-deductible. 


For more information please call 
Bill Diachuk, President at: 
Res: 449 - 4922 
Bus: 471 - 4477 
or mail your donation to the above address. 
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Starokostiantyniv 
Vasylkiv 


Buy the insignia, or the 20th Anniversary journal 
of the Ukrainian Flying Club (LUK)"Opea Сизий" ("Grey Eagle") 


"Grey Eagle": - 48 Pages (8 in colour) * Colour Cover " History of LUK » Historical Articles 


Prices: Insignia: 


$10.00 each or $25.00 for all 3 


Bank for Reconstruction and Development, said in Kyiv on Feb. 18 Books: $10.00 each (including Postage and Handling) 
that the EBRD its still unsure about lending money to Kyiv for the 
construction of nuclear reactors, TTAR-TASS reported. 

The new reactors would be built at the Rivne and Khmeinytsky 
nuclear power plants and would pave the way for the permanent | 


shutdown of Chomoby!. 


Please send me 
Insignia: 
Ivano-Frankivsk 


copies of “Grey Eagle” 


Vasylkiv. 
Frank said that even if the USS1.2 billion loan were granted it | Й! = со о 
would пої be possible to construct the new reactors Бу 2000, the 
year by which the Ukrainian government has pledged to close down 
Chornoby!. 
Frank said-the EBRD wants to ensure that the decisien го build 
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Interested in the Ukrainian Arts? 
find out what's going on in Alberta! 
Call the ... 
ALBERTA UKRAINIAN ARTS HOTLINE 


ph.: 430-0217 
presented by the Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts 
...Sponsored in part by CKER Radio and Ukrainian News 


LAWYERS 
АДВОКАТИ 


Вгода & Company 
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 


Іпог Broda 


DENTURISTS 
ЗУБНІ ТЕХНІКИ 


CHEKERDA'S 
Denture Clinic Ltd. 
Rosslyn Shopping Centre 


A Edmonton 
Lidia Broda M. CHEKERDA 
#103 -15333 Castle Downs Rd DENTURIST 


Edmonton, AB T5X 3Y7 
Ph.: 456-9330 Ph.: 475-0011 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #211, 8180 MacLeod Trail S.W. Calgary, AB. 
Tel.: (403) 640-1199 


PEDIATRIC DENTIST —— ДИТЯЧИЙ ДЕНТИСТ 
Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 


PEDIATRIC DENTIST 


Suite 515, 10830 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2B3 
Tel.: (403) 428-7767; Fax: 425-2329 


Говорю по українськи 


ОЕМТІ5Т5-ДЕНТИСТИ 


ss oy 
Dr. C. Fialka-Eshenko 
о б; Dr. Iris Kuc 


#110, 10910 - 105 Ave, Edmonton, AB TSH 0L3 


420-1510 


Wednesday afternoons & evenings 
Saturday appointments available 


Говоримо по-українському 


13562 - 97 Street 


YOU САМ 
HAVE THIS 
SPACE! 


Call: 488-3693 


Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 
слідкують за подіями в Україні? 


——- 2 Hage чи -и 


«Українські вісті» подають дуже багату інформацію про 
Україну і про нашу громаду в Канаді. Тому, що ми також друкуємо 
в англійській мові, нашу газету можуть читати і ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися із 
найновішими подіями в Україні. 

Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, а ми вислемо газету 
разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 
Доручаю передплату на 
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Такі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 
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Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою» 
Наша адреса: Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 


Edmonton, AB TSM 1Y9 
Tel: 488-3693; Fax: 488-3859 
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80-річчя Яра Славутича 


П. Саварин 

25 січня в приміщенні Українсько-Канадського 
Музею-Архіву, українська громада Едмонтону 
вшанувала поета д-ра Яра Славутича з нагоди 
його 80-річчя виставкою його творів і літера- 
турним вечером. Виставку відкрив і вечором 
керував від Об'єднання Українських Письменників 
«Слово», поєт Ярослав Балан. Як на невелике 
приміщення Музею- Архіву, то досить гарне число 
людей заповнило залю, щоб оглянути творчість 
ювіляра, розкладену на три великі столи з переду 
залі: Близько 70 книжок, оригіналів і перевидань, 
різного обсягу, поезій, досліджень, наукових стат- 
тей, рецензій, спогадів. Включно із останнім 
повним виданням його «Творів» в 5-ти томах, 
які вийшли у видавництві «Дніпро» в січні цього 
року в Києві. До речі, в самій Україні, в різних 
містах, вже досі вийшло 8 книжок про творчість 
ювіляра. 

Дуже цікаву й вичерпну доповідь про літератур- 
ну творчість Славутича виголосила д-р Тетяна 
Назаренко, автор книжки про його творчість 
під заголовком «Правди потужний спалах», що 
вийшла в Києві 1994 р. Д-р Назаренко ілюс- 
трувала свою доповідь цитатами із різних поезій 
і збірок, давала приклади його любовної лірики, 
степової, ностальгійної, історіософічної, патріо- 
тично-громадянської, називала збірки, подавала 
дати їх виходу в світ, словами - аналізувала й 
характеризувала його твори як літературознавець. 

Після п-і Назаренко, Петро Саварин привітав 
ювіляра від НТШ, якого дійсним членом він 
вже є багато років, а в свій час навіть очолював 
Осередок в Едмонтоні і був редактором--видавцем 
двох західньо-канадських збірників НТШ. Саварин 
побажав Славутичу ще багато здоров'я, щастя й 
успіхів, й подякував за те, що ціле своє життя 
вірно служить українській науці, культурі й 
мистецтву. Славутич є автором 5-ти підручників 
з украніської мови, а з його підручника «Конвер- 


Юлія Войчишин 

Під такою назвою виголосив доповідь на 
вечорі Товариства Українсько-Канадських Про- 
фесіоналістів i Підприємців в Оттаві д-р Роман 
Якубов, директор стратегічної аналітики департ- 
аменту Національної Оборони Канади. Вечір 
відбувся 3-го лютого в залі Української Право- 
славної Церкви. 

Голова Товариства Михайло Костюк пред- 
ставив доповідача і подав коротко його про- 
фесійну біографію. Його університетська освіта 
- спеціялізована інженерія з Royal Military 
College of Canada і докторат 3 Оиееп'з Univer- 
sity в Кінгстоні. Його професійна праця - 
викладач в Royal Military College, командні 
позиції в Канадських Збройних Силах як вій- 
ськовий інженер, підвищений до ранги полков- 
ника в 1987 р., був назначений директором 
матеріяльної стратегічної політики штабу 
департаменту Національної Оборони Канади, 
а в 1990 р., став заступником шефа центру 
вишкільних систем Канадських Збройних Сил. 
На теперішньому становищі директора, яке 
він займає від вересня 1991 р., він мав нагоду 
аналізувати проблеми колишніх підсовєтських 
східно-європейських країн, а особливо України 
i цього вечора поділився зі слухачами своїми 
висновками. 

Поставивши на початку твердження, що нам 
невідомо якою буде Європа в майбутньому, а 
тим більше нам невідомі перспективи України, 
то ж питання «Україна в новій Європі?» 
залишається відкритим. Тому, що Європа 
перестала бути центром світової політики, 
європейські країни створили Європейський союз 
з 15-ти країн (372 мільйони людей) для 
економічної інтеграції і політичного партнерства 
та партнерства у галузі безпеки в Північно- 
атлантичному союзі (МАТО). Д-р Якубов 
припускає, що «нова розширена Європа з 
більшою кількістю членів» буде економічно 
інтегрованою країною з спільною грошевою 
одиницею, яка promises а safer, richer and more 


Україна в новій Європі? 


сейшонал юкренієн», який він написав 1958 р., 
й досі вчаться в школах Альберти. Тепло привітав 
ювіляра також Ярослав Скрипник. Він згадав 
про боротьбу Славутича проти фашистів в Чер- 
нигівській Січі, про позитивний вплив його творів 
на українську молодь в переселенчих таборох, 
про його пісню «Ми діти українські», яку співає 
едмонтонське новацтво. 

В мистецькій частині вечора п-і Марія Дити- 
няк, диригентка хору «Дніпро», заграла на прог- 
равачі три пісні на слова Славутича: «Саскаче- 
ванка», у виконанні трьох хористок «Дніпра» 
під музику Сергія Яременка, та «Конотопська 
битва» і «Карпатські січовики», у виконанні 
Капелі бандуристів з Дітройту під дир. В. 
Колесника, під музику Григорія Китастого. 
Піснею «Карпатські січовики» згадана Капеля 
бандуристів кінчала всі виступи в свому турне 
по Україні кілька літ тому. 

На вечорі, на якім були присутні дружина 
ювіляра Віра і його внуки, самозрозуміло 
виступив також сам ювіляр. Він тепло розказав 
про свою матір, що в дитинстві розказувала 
йому «про скрині кам'яні, в яких ховають щастя», 
свій рід, голодомор, свої мандри, та прочитав 
кілька своїх поезій. З гумором також подав, як 
читачі в Україні інтерпретують деякі його поезії. 
Після ювіляра, з підсумковим словом, виступив 
журналіст Юхим Красноштан, автор статті про 
Славутича «Козацького кореня», в книжці «Си- 
KyeTH» і журналі «Вітчизна», який також побажав 
Славутичу ще немало літ й успіхів, а тоді мгр. 
Маркіян Ковалюк став показувати на відео різні 
виступи ювіляра в Едмонтоні. 

Згадаю, що в Едмонтоні Славутич прожив 
половину свого життя, і якщо ще є щось таке 
як «Канадська Україна» (а автор цих рядків 
думає, що є), то Славутич зі своєю творчістю 
був і довго ще буде у перших рядах її найкращих 
представників. 


hopeful continent. 

Деякі передумови приналежности України 
до Європейського союзу вже здійснилися. Одна 
з видатних подій в історії нашого століття -- 
постання незалежної України, мирна передача 
президентської влади, прийняття Конституції 
та процес формування політичних партій -- 
це правильні кроки у напрямі державотворення 
i демократичного правління. Закордонна 
політика України ще в кращому стані. Стосунки 
між Україною і Росією тепер розглядаються 
як міжнародна проблема, а стратегія в питанні 
безпеки побудована так ефективно, щоб не 
тільки тримати відкритими всі існуючі мож- 
ливості, а створювати також і нові. Але, цього 
не вистарчає! Щоб Україна могла стати членом 
Європейського союзу потрібна також реформа 
її економіки. Доповідач похвалив професійне 
введення грошевої одиниці - гривні, але він 
підкреслив, що потрібно реальних реформ у 
всіх інших секторах економіки. «Це надзвичайно 
важке завдання. Його масштабність вимагає 
терпеливости; воно також потребує тверезої 
оцінки сильних і слабих сторін українського 
суспільства, але це не повинно служити 
виправданням бездіяльности. Їсторія ne 
пробачить невдачі, спричиненої складністю 
завдання» -- сказав він. Ще багато інших 
цікавих і вдумливих висновків стосовно 
майбутнього української держави і народу подав 
п. Роман для роздумів слухачів, що викликало 
жваву дискусію після докладу. 

У розваговій частині вечора відбувся контест 
за найсмачнішу українську ковбасу, який 
зорганізували Оксана Ярош та Яйрис Бредлей 
і зразки ковбаси дістали з Вікторії, Калгарі, 
Мондеру, Саскатуну, Реджайни, Вінніпегу, 
Гамільтону, Торонта, Монреалю i Галіфаксу. 
Переможцями вийшли міста Монреаль - перше 
місце, Гамільтон і Мондер - друге місце й 
Оттава - третє місце. Ще один цікавий помисл, 
який був з ентузіязмом підтриманий i 
переведений присутніми на вечорі. 
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(UkrNews)—The Alberta Council for the Ukrainian 
Arts honoured several individuals and groups with its 
four Excellence in Artistry Awards at its fourth annual 
banquet, held at the Italian Cultural Centre in Edmonton, 
Feb. 21 

This year’s winners, who are chosen for their сопігі- 
bution to Ukrainian art in Alberta, were: Chester and 
Luba Кис, for their work in the area of dance, costumes 
and museums; the Tryzub Ukrainian Dancers of Calgary 
for Ukrainian dance; Dumka, Ukrainian band and re- 
cording artists, for their contribution to dance and popu- 
lar Ukrainian stage music; Bohdan Melnychuk (post- 
humously), for helping to publish and promote Ukrai- 
nian literature, 

As well ACUA's Past President and longest-stand- 
ing board member Rena Hanchuk was surprised with 
the organization's first Honourary Lifetime Member- 
ship 

Hanchuk has served on the ACUA board since its 
inception in 1986 — most of that time as President. 

During the evening, multi-media awards shows, pro- 
duced by Terry Mucha, highlighted the achievements 
of the four inductees to the Excellence awards. 

Both silent and live auctions of donated art objects 
were held to raise funds for ACUA, which serves as a 
coordinating group for Ukrainian artists in Alberta. The 
live auction was conducted by composer and MLA Gene 
Zwozdesky, master of ceremonies for the evening. 

Among the performances was an historic collabora- 
tion between Edmonton's Shumka and Cheremosh 
Dancers, both founded by Chester Kuc, who danced a 
Hopak during the tribute to him and his wife, Luba. 
This is only the second time these groups have per- 
formed together 

Calgary's Tryzub Dancers performed a Hutsul num- 
ber prior to their award, 

Dumka played three of their favourites while the au- 
dience spontaneously got up and danced. 

The late Bohdan Melnychuk, as manager of the 
Ukrainian Book Store published several Ukrainian 
books and produced a number of recordings. 

Among the books are: Vasyl Niniowsky's Ukrainian 
English and English Ukrainian Dictionary; Уазу! 
Niniowsky’s Reverse Ukrainian Dictionary, as well as 
various authors of music, poetry, fiction and transla- 
tions. The Ukrainian Book Store has also released 
records and cassettes including: Ler’s Carol, 2] Ukrai- 
nian Songs for Children, Mykola Ponedilok-humorist, 
Dmytro Hnatiuk, 

The Ukrainian Book Store was the first and oldest 
book store in Edmonton 

In its eighty-third year of operation, the Book Store 
has published its 61st catalogue which contains over 
8,000 utles of books іп 59 sections. All the books are 
listed and numbered on a computer which makes them 
simple to locate and to keep a complete inventory 

Chester and Luba Kuc contributed greatly to the de- 
velopment of Ukrainian dance in Alberta. 

In 1959 Chester founded Shumka by merging the best 
dancers from the Ukrainian National Federation and 
St. John’s Cathedral. Their first concert at the Jubilee 
Auditorium was a huge success. Shumka set high stan- 
dards not only in dancing, but in professional orches- 
tral arrangements, costuming and stage presentations. 
Luba was featured as a guest violinist at one of these 
concerts and maintained a hands on approach by being 
the costume advisor. 

In 1969 Chester was approached by members of the 
Ukrainian National Youth Federation to organize 


Award winners at the banquet 


ACUA presents annual arts awards 


Longtime President Hanchuk surprised with Lifetime Membership 


Audrey Uzwyshyn and Gene Zwozdesky at the live auction. 


dance ensemble as a cultural activity with this youth 
organization. This was the formation of a new dance 
ensemble known as Cheremosh. Luba was responsible 
for new regional costumes which required a great deal 
of research in order they be as authentic as possible. 

Since 1974, Dumka has been associated with Ukrai- 
nian music in Western Canada. In fact, Dumka was 
Western Canada’s first Ukrainian band performing tra- 
ditional folk songs. The band was formed after four 
music students were interested in retaining some of 
the old Ukrainian stylized folk songs. 

The founding members of Dumka were: Mike 
Duchnij, Robert Snatynchuk, Orest Warchola and Thor 
Karpa. Over the years, a total of 20 different members 
have been part of this vibrant group. 

Dumka has four albums to its credit: Molodi 
Ukrainski Muzykanty, (1974) Oi Vydno Selo, (1976) 
Dumy Moii (1977), and Zvukovydy (1983). Their last 
album, Zvukovydy (Soundscapes), received great ac- 
claim in Canada, the USA, England and as far as Aus- 
tralia. In 1988 at Festival ‘88's Music Awards, Dumka 
was nominated for awards in three categories: Favourite 
Album Design for Zvukovydy,; Favourite Composition 
to Previously Existing Lyrics Poet; and Favourite Origi- 
nal Song Son.. 

Founded in 1974, Calgary’s Tryzub has performed 
across North America. 

Its most recent production, Reflections of the Soul 
brought together professionals and volunteers with an 
ultimate goal in mind 
presentation e conventional 
norms, while still preserving the finest of pure folk el- 
ements. The eastern Canadian and USA tour introduced 
Tryzub to Montreal, New York, Philadelphia, Roches- 
ter, Detroit, and Hamilton, with a homecoming perfor- 
mance in Calgary. One of the hig 
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Above: Calgary's Tryzub Dancers performing. Below: Rena Hanchuk re- 
ceives her Lifetime Honourary Membership from Dr. Roman Petryshyn 
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Ukraine's Political Landscape 


National Front 
campaigns against 
Russian imperialism, 

Communism 


(JF Monitor)—Three Ukrainian nationalist parties, each of them 
holding a few seats in the current parliament, are contesting these 
elections as a bloc with a single program and slate of candidates. 

Formed at a unification congress last October, the National Front 
campaigns against what it describes as the permanent opponents of 
Ukrainian independence — Russian imperialism and Communist 
forces. 

The NF regards the current holders of power in Ukraine as basi- 
cally unreconstructed representatives of the former nomenklatura, who 
are less interested in defending the independent state than in using it 
to “plunder the Ukrainian nation.” 

In NF's view, the authorities obstruct reforms and manipulate the 
economy in their own interest, thereby discrediting the very idea of 
reform and even national independence itself in the eyes of an im- 
poverished populace. By this reasoning, the NF considers that the 
president and the party (or parties) of power pursue an “antistate” 
and “antinational” policy, and it campaigns to defeat them in these 
elections. 

The bloc's platform calls for eliminating corruption and “clans” 
from power, a “fair” privatization (both are widespread slogans in 
this campaign), guarantees for private property ownership, and lower 
taxes yet also supports free secondary education and medical assis- 
tance. Before the official start of the electoral campaign, leaders of 
the NF's parties attempted to impeach President Leonid Kuchma in 
parliament. 

The NF comprises: 

The Republican Party, created in 1990 on the basis of the Ukrai- 
nian Helsinki Union. (The RP originally included Vyacheslav 
Chornovil and others who went on to lead the Ukrainian Popular 
Movement — Rukh). The RP’s current chairman is Bohdan 
Yaroshinsky and its honorary chairman is Levko Lukianenko, found- 
ing father of the Ukrainian national-democratic movement, who served 
more than 20 years in Soviet prison camps and later became the am- 
bassador of independent Ukraine to Canada. Lukianenko heads the 
NF'’s joint slate of candidates. 

The Conservative Republican Party, formed in 1992 by a group 
from the RP, has stayed close to the fold. The CPU bears the personal 
imprint of its leader Stepan Khmara, a veteran of the Soviet-era un- 
derground movement and of prison camps, and a firebrand politician 
afterward, 

The Congress of Ukrainian Nationalists, originating mainly in in- 
ter-war Poland, resisted the Soviet conquest of western Ukraine dur- 
ing and after the war and was politically active in the Ukrainian 
diaspora during the following decades. CUN’s present leader, 
Yaroslava Stetsko, and some of her associates returned from the West 
to independent Ukraine. Another CUN leader, Major-General Ivan 
Bilas, is a deputy chairman of the Union of Officers of Ukraine and 
the author of a massive monograph on the Soviet repressive system 
in Ukraine. 

All three parties are based mainly in western Ukraine. Their core 
supporters tend to identify preponderantly with the Eastern-rite Catho- 
lic (Uniate) Church. The NF seeks to demarcate itself from the ultra- 
nationalist Ukrainian Nationalist Assembly (UNA) on one flank and 
from the national-democratic Rukh on the other flank. Rukh urges 
the pro-independence and anti-Communist political forces to coop- 
erate with one another for common objectives, rather than compete 
for overlapping constituencies on the crowded right-of-centre part of 
the political spectrum. 


OSCE establishes election 
observation mission 


(Eastern Economist)—Upon invitation from the Foreign Ministry and 
Central Election Commission, the Organization for Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe’s Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
has established an Election observation Mission in Ukraine. 

The move was announced Feb. 20 by its Mission head, Kare Vollan of 
Norway. He will be responsible for coordinating the activities of an esti- 
mated 200 international observers in Ukraine for the course of the elec- 
tion period. 

Vollan expressed concer over the forced closure of the Pravda Ukrainy 
paper and the Hr 3.5 million fine imposed on Vseukrainskiye Vedomosti. 

“When it joined the OSCE, Ukraine made a pledge to observe press 
freedom and it must carry this out.” 

The OSCE/ODIHR Election Observation Mission will continue to have 
regular meetings with national and local election commissions, compet- 
ing parties and members of the media. 

For the election period itself, observers will operate in teams of two and 
cover the voting process as well as the count. 

The OSCE/ODIHR Election Observation Mission will issue a state- 
ment after March 29 based on its long-term findings and reports from its 

observers on election day. 

Observers will be drawn from a wide range of OSCE participating states, 
the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, the Council of Europe and from mem- 
bers of the international community in Ukraine. 
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Yulia Tymoshenko — Ukraine’s 
“shadow” prime minister 


By Oleg Varfolomeyev 

(JF Prism)—Ukraine, a country until recently gov- 
ered exclusively by men, now has a female prime min- 
ister, albeit only a “shadow” one. 

Yulia Tymoshenko, one of the leaders of the Hromada 
party headed by former Prime Minister Pavlo 
Lazarenko, announced last November that she would 
form Hromada’s shadow cabinet. Hromada is staunchly 
opposed to President Leonid Kuchma, and Tymoshenko 
has repeatedly called for Kuchma’s impeachment or, 
failing that, early elections. Now Hromada has its sights 
set on winning the elections for the Ukrainian parlia- 
ment, the Verkhovna Rada, scheduled for March 29. 
Hromada has refused to enter into electoral coalitions 
with any other of the 29 parties and blocs registered to 
participate in the elections. 

All this may seem rather presumptuous for a party 
which had kept a low profile since it was registered in 
1993. In fact, Hromada has a good chance if not of win- 
ning the coming elections outright, then at least of se- 
curing a substantial number of seats in the legislature. 
The party’s stock went up sharply last August, when 
Tymoshenko unexpectedly announced that she was join- 
ing it. With Tymoshenko came big money. 

Yulia Tymoshenko, 37, is a native of Dnipropetrovsk, 
hometown of Soviet president Leonid Brezhnev and of 
Kuchma. Tymoshenko heads Ukraine's largest private 
company, United Energy Systems (YES, in its Ukrai- 
nian acronym). YES’s turnover іп 1996 equaled 05510 
billion, and its profits $4 billion. Much of that was linked 
to the sale of Russian natural gas in Ukraine. Ukraine 
is the world’s third leading consumer of natural gas. It 
imports 80 percent of the gas it uses, and most of that 
comes from Russia. Dealing with gas imports is the 
most profitable business in this country. Until last sum- 
mer, YES is estimated directly or indirectly to have 
controlled almost a half of the domestic wholesale gas 
market and, in consequence, around one-fifth of the 
Ukrainian economy. Up until last summer, too, the com- 
pany was able to rely on the political patronage of 
Lazarenko. 

YES’s history dates back to 1989 when Yulia 
Tymoshenko, an economics graduate from 
Dnipropetrovsk State University, set up a family coop- 
erative in Dnipropetrovsk. The business was started with 
only $5,000, and initially offered such services as sew- 
ing and hairdressing. In 1991, Tymoshenko switched 
focus and set up the Ukrainian Petrol Company. This 
sold gasoline to farmers in Dnipropetrovsk Oblast. At 
that time, Ukraine was in an energy crisis, and farmers 
were experiencing severe shortages of gas. 

It was probably at about this time that Tymoshenko 
and Lazarenko, then head of the agricultural depart- 
ment of the Dnipropetrovsk Oblast administration, 
forged their business and political ties. Lazarenko does 
not deny that he helped Tymoshenko get her business 
off the ground. And neither of them denies that they 
have known each other for a long time, though both 
deny that YES finances Hromada’s electoral campaign. 

In 1995, Tymoshenko reorganized Ukrainian Petrol 
into United Energy Systems of Ukraine. In the fall of 
that year, Lazarenko was appointed Deputy Prime Min- 
ister for Energy in Yevhen Marchuk’s cabinet. In that 
capacity, Lazarenko was given the difficult task of ne- 
gotiating gas supplies with Russia and Turkmenistan. 
Lazarenko divided the Ukrainian gas market along ter- 
ritorial lines. The upshot was the YES secured the lion’s 
share of the market and a dominant position in 
Dnipropetrovsk and Donetsk Oblasts, where most of 
Ukraine's steel mills, machine-building plants and 
chemical factories are concentrated. 

In 1996, for the first time since independence, Ukraine 
reported no debts to Russia’s Gazprom. Tymoshenko 
claims this was thanks to her company’s involvement 
and to the territorial division of the market introduced 
by Lazarenko. Meanwhile, YES was actively expand- 
ing into other sectors of the economy. By early 1997 it 
controlled several banks, had stakes in dozens of enter- 
prises in metallurgy and machine-building, was part- 
owner of Ukraine’s third largest airline and its second 
largest airport in Dnipropetrovsk, participated in the 
development of Turkish and Bolivian gas pipelines, and 
controlled several local and national newspapers. 

YES's problems began soon after Lazarenko suc- 
ceeded Marchuk as prime minister in May 1997. A 
group of deputies of the Verkhovna Rada set up a com- 
mission to look into allegations that Lazarenko’s re- 
form of the gas market had been biased in favor of YES. 
In September 1996, they threatened to begin proceed- 
ings to dismiss Lazarenko. When Hryhoriy Vorsinov, 
the Prosecutor General at the time, investigated these 
allegations, he found that no laws had been violated. 
At that time, however, rumors began to circulate about 
policy differences between Kuchma and Lazarenko. The 
media predicted that Lazarenko would soon lose his 


Tymoshenko and Lazarenko have 
used the media they control to 
counter-attack and wage a smear 
campaign against the government in 
general and President Kuchma in 
particular. 


job. Tymoshenko had already taken precautions against 
hard times. To defend her business and her clout, she 
went into politics herself. In December 1996, she was 
elected to parliament from a constituency in Kirovohrad 
Oblast. To comply with the law, she resigned as presi- 
dent of YES. Formally, her father-in-law, Hennadiy 
Tymoshenko, now heads the company. In reality, Yulia 
Tymoshenko remains in change. 

Meanwhile, Tymoshenko’s activities and business 
connections with Lazarenko had begun to attract in- 
ternational media attention. On April 9, 1997, the New 
York Times reported that Lazarenko owned a share in 
YES which, the paper claimed, earned the prime min- 
ister $200 million a year. The government rejected the 
report as “bare-faced libel” but, at the beginning of 
June, a group of Verkhovna Rada deputies accused YES 
of misappropriating $3 billion in humanitarian and 
technical aid. YES denied the accusations. 

In July last year, Lazarenko was forced to resign. 
This was a blow to Tymoshenko and her company, One 
sign of the company’s loss of influence came when the 
Ukrainian government suspended a non-commercial 
competition for a 26 percent stake in Khartsyzsk Pip- 
ing Plant in Donetsk Oblast, which YES had won. 
Khartsyzsk Piping, which manufactures large-diameter 
pipes for transporting Gazprom’s gas from Russia to 
Europe, was to have been a major source of profits 
and would have played a key role in YES's efforts to 
force its rivals out of the gas market. Under Ukraine’s 
new premier, Valeriy Pustovoitenko, YES was edged 
out of the wholesale gas market and lost valuable tax 
privileges. Pustovoitenko’s administration dispatched 
an army of auditors and inspectors to Dnipropetrovsk, 
Lazarenko’s апа Tymoshenko’s stronghold! This пат 
strung YES'’s activities. Observers said the new роу- 
ernment was using the same tactics against Lazarenko 
that he had used against his own political opponents in 
the past. 

The government accused YES of monopolizing the 
gas market and “barterizing” the economy. At the end 
of September 1997, the State Anti-Monopoly Commit- 
tee brought several charges of dumping against YES 
before the General Prosecutor's office. In late Novem- 
ber, the Prosecutor General asked parliament to lift 
Tymoshenko’s parliamentary immunity and to allow 
criminal charges to be filed against her. Tymoshenko 
was accused of attempting to smuggle $26,000 from 
Ukraine to Moscow in 1995. 

When Lazarenko came to her defense, the Prosecu- 
tor General launched criminal proceedings against 
Lazarenko himself, accusing him of embezzling 5 mil- 
lion hryvnias (US$2.7 million) from state coffers to 
restore his dacha outside Kyiv. And on January 15 this 
year, the Prosecutor General's press service reported 
that it would launch criminal proceedings against 
Lazarenko. Like Tymoshenko, however, Lazarenko 
enjoys parliamentary immunity, and there is so far no 
sign that parliament is likely to lift it. 

Tymoshenko and Lazarenko have used the media 
they control to counter-attack and wage a smear cam- 
paign against the government in general and President 
Kuchma in particular. Tymoshenko has called for early 
presidential elections, to be held not in 1999, as sched- 
uled, but in the fall of 1998. The Ukrainian press calls 
this “the war of compromising information 
(kompromat).” Lazarenko and Tymoshenko have a lot 
at stake. If they lose in this year’s parliamentary elec- 
tions, they may lose everything, including their per- 
sonal freedom. 

The latest opinion polls show Hromada lagging be- 
hind the Communists, the bloc of Socialists and Agrar- 
ians, the right-wing Rukh, and the pro-presidential 
People’s Democratic Party (NDP). But while Hromada 
currently commands only four percent in the polls, is 
far ahead of the twenty-plus other parties. That should 
allow Hromada to pass the four percent threshold that, 
according to Ukraine’s new electoral law, a party or 
bloc must overcome in order to win representation in 
the legislature. Whether that will be enough to permit 
Tymoshenko to become emerge from the shadows as 
Ukraine’s first woman prime minister is another mat- 
ter. 

Oleg Varfolomeyev works for The Eastern Economist, 
an English-language business weekly in Kyiv. 
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Join the Jacyk 
Foundation in its work 


Established in 1986, the Petro Jacyk Educational 
Foundation has become the indisputable leader among 
Ukrainian organizations supporting the development 
of Ukrainian scholarship and culture on an international 
level. Permanent university programs and scholarly 
centres at universities such as Harvard, Columbia, the 
University of London, the University of Alberta, and 
the University of Toronto, give witness to the solidity 
of PJEF program structures and the foresight of PJEF 
objectives, After all, the Petro Jacyk Foundation un- 
derstands and takes advantage of the fact that the ad- 
vancement of scholarship and education produces the 
longest lasting effects on the prosperity of a given na- 
ion, 'as well. as on its power and prestige in the global 
arena, 

Many Ukrainian organizations in the diaspora spend 
their time and monetary resources on activities that are 
relevant exclusively within Ukrainian diaspora com- 
munities or small political groups. Very often it is only 
Ukrainians who know and care about these activities. 
The various banquets, commemorations, speeches, or- 
ganizational brochures and books, and so forth, on the 
most part, have no real influence on the situation of 
Ukraine and the international reputation of Ukrainians. 
Often these are short-lived projects that take place to- 
day and leave no trace of their existence for posterity. 

In contrast, over the | 1-year course of its activities, 
the Petro Jacyk Foundation has been consistently pro- 
moting effective long-term, goal-oriented projects on 
an international Ісусі. The Foundation's programs are 
established on the basis of permanent endowments and 
are not only continuing to flourish, but are also devel- 
oping an increasing international profile. Over the next 
100 years, the number of programs will increase and 
the existing ones will work more effectively, particu- 
larly owing to their growing influence on such vital 
matters as the formation of Ukraine's international 
image and the fostering of Ukrainian academic and 
professional cadres. 

One activity currently underway, that highlights the 
Foundation’s influence on international opinion about 
Ukraine and Ukrainians, is the preparation of the En- 
glish-language edition of Mykhailo Hrushevsky’s His- 
tory of Ukraine-Rus’ by the Peter Jacyk Centre for 
Ukrainian Historical Research in Edmonton, estab- 
lished by the Foundation іп 1989. Now that Volume І 
of this monumental work has appeared and incited a 
very positive response from international scholars, we 
are beginning to see the significant impact this project 
will have in the future. Recently, the president of the 
European University in Budapest expressed glowing 
praise of Volume | and ordered the entire set of vol- 
umes (volumes 2-10 as yet unpublished) for his stu- 
dents. Similar positive responses have been received 
from Great Britain, Germany, Poland, and of course 
Canada and the United States. At many universities, 
the English-language edition of Hrushevsky’s History 
is being adopted as the fundamental resource of infor- 
mation about Ukraine, replacing earlier books that 
propagated a Russocentric view of Ukraine's history. 
In this way Hrushevsky’s History will influence future 


generations of scholars and, with time, the views of 
politicians and society at large. 

In 1997, the Foundation created another important 
program — the Distinguished Fellowship at Harvard 
University — designed for exceptionally gifted Ukrai- 
nian scholars, scientists, artists, and politicians work- 
ing in a wide variety of fields. Select individuals will 
have the chance to spend one year at Harvard, conduct 
research, deliver lectures, and, most importantly, es- 
tablish contacts with leading American specialists in 
their field. This type of program represents a unique 
opportunity for the best and brightest Ukrainian spe- 
cialists to gain access to and become a part of the elite 
international academic community. 

These are only two of over 10 programs that have 
already been established by the Foundation. Every year 
new programs are created and new projects initiated. 
However, let us not forget that all of these ventures 
have been undertaken over a relatively short period of 
time and have been financed by one solitary individual. 
What if several individuals were to join forces with the 
Foundation to perpetuate a similar long-term vision and 
to work constructively to improve the international sta- 
tus of Ukraine and Ukrainians? How much more could 
be done and accomplished not only in the West, but 
also in Ukraine! 

Inspired by this idea of a unified effort, the Petro 
Jacyk Foundation recently decided for the first time in 
its history to appeal to other Ukrainians to join in its 
work by establishing Permanent Name Funds at the 
Foundation. These Funds can support any number of 
virtually independent programs named after their 
founders. We are currently preparing several new pro- 
grams which could be funded by outside donors, in- 
cluding a program to nominate Ukrainian writers for 
the Nobel Prize and to publish their works in English 
translation, and the creation of an award for those who 
combat crime and corruption in Ukraine. Again, these 
are only two upcoming projects chosen from an end- 
less array of potential programs. The possibilities for 
your cultural and educational contribution—from schol- 
arship funds to large international projects—are end- 
less. 

If you are seriously interested in helping develop 
Ukrainian education, scholarship, and culture on an 
international level, in a long-term effort geared toward 
achieving lasting results, join forces with the Petro 
Jacyk Educational Foundation! In your work for 
Ukraine and Ukrainians, you will benefit from our past 
achievements and immortalize your name for poster- 
ity. You will also be able to take advantage of our spe- 
cial legal status, international contacts, experienced 
leadership, and effective professional management. 
Together we will accomplish more than we could indi- 
vidually! 

More information about the various avenues for in- 
volvement in the Foundation’s charitable work can be 
obtained from PJEF Managing Director, Dr. Marko 
Stech, ас Petro Jacyk Educational Foundation, 1260 
Eglinton Ave. East, Mississauga, ОМ, L4W 1K8, tel: 
(905) 238-0467, fax: (905) 625-8445. 
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New directors of 
the Petro Jacyk 
Foundation 


In accordance with Petro Jacyk’s personal philosophy that “success 
breeds success,” the Petro Jacyk Educational Foundation has continued 
its expansion efforts in 1997 by joining forces with prominent Canadian- 
Ukrainian businessmen and philanthropists. After 10 years of indepen- 
dent activity, headed by one of Canada’s most successful and respected 
Ukrainian businessman and the most distinguished Ukrainian philanthro- 
pist internationally, the Foundation has invited two prominent Toronto 
businessmen and public figures to join its Board of Directors. 

As chairman and owner of Northland Power Inc., a leading indepen- 
dent power company in Canada, James C. Temerty is one of the most 
prominent Canadian businessmen of Ukrainian origin. He has been Presi- 
dent and CEO of NPI since 1987 and has been involved in the develop- 
ment of all its projects. Prior to establishing NPI, Mr. Temerty owned the 
largest master franchise in Canada for a retailer of computer products. He 
is also chairman and shareholder of SoftChoice Corporation, Canada’s 
largest reseller of personal computer software. Mr. Temerty is currently a 
member of President Kuchma’s Foreign Investment Advisory Council and 
serves on boards of directors of several organizations, including the Toronto 
Symphony Orchestra. 

George M. Yemec is a Canadian-Ukrainian businessman and poet liv- 
ing in Toronto. Since 1978, he has been president and owner of World 
Media Brokers, an international marketing company. He is also president 
of Market Monitor, a marketing survey company, and Lottex Inc., a gam- 
ing management group. Over the years, Mr. Yemec has served on many 
charity committees. As an independent publisher, he has published works 
by several Ukrainian poets and writers. His own poems have appeared in 
both Canadian and international publications; his book My Mother's Flow- 
ers was published in 1991. Mr. Yemec recently produced a documentary 
film Eternal Memory(1997) about the Stalinist terror in Ukraine. 

Apart from the Foundation’s founder and President, Dr. Petro Jacyk, 
the PJEF Board of Directors also includes Nadia Jacyk, Dr. Peter Jacyk, 
and Walter Jacyk. The unique expertise and dedication of its new direc- 
tors will undoubtedly help the Petro Jacyk Foundation to further expand 
its activity and to confirm its status as the leading promoter of Ukrainian 
scholarship and culture on an international level. 


Contributors 


The Petro Jacyk Educational Foundation gratefully acknowledges 
the following recent contributions to support the Foundation’s 
projects: 


Toronto ON 
Islington ON 
Port Dover ON 
Plymouth Mass 
Mississauga ON 
Prince Rupert BC 


The Prometheus Foundation 
Mr. Boris Olszyna 

Mr. Michael Korostil 

Mr. William Mihouan 

Ms. Stephanie Paluch 

Mr. Stefan Maksymyszyn 


IMMORTALIZE YOUR NAME 
by supporting 


Ukrainian Scholarship and Culture 


The Petro Jacyk Educational Foundation promotes Ukrainian 
studies at the world's leading universities. From the English-language 
edition of Hrushevsky's History to the nomination of President 
Kuchma for the Nobel Peace Prize - the Foundations’ programs shape 
global opinion about the Ukrainian nation. 

You can become an integral part of our international projects 


by creating a permanent Name Fund within the Foundation. Your 
Fund will serve Ukrainian culture and scholarship while immortalizing 
your name through its achievements! We are also appealing for smaller 
donations. All donations are tax-deductible. 


Petro Jacyk Educational F oundation, 
1260 Eglinton Avenue East, Mississauga, Ont. LAW 1K8, 
tel: (905) 238-0467; fax: 625-8445. 


I would like more information about the permanent Name Fund. __ 
I would like to make a donation to the Petro Jacyk Educational 
Foundation in the sum of 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


P.C 


CITY PROV. 
[J English 


Information should be sent in: О Ukrainian 
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Shevchenko’s transfer 
valuation raised 


(Eastern Economist)—Rumors abound in the Italian sporting press 
of renewed interest by Italian clubs in the purchase of Dynamo Kyiv 
striker Andriy Shevchenko. 

Serie A team Parma are the latest team to show interest. 

Reliable sources suggest the two clubs held talks very recently and 
that Shevchenko is now valued at US$36 million. 

Italian sports newspaper Gazzetta Dello Sport reported Jan. 24 that 
AC Milan had been quoted a price of $30 million for the services of 
Ukraine's top footballer. Milan bid $17 million last year, but Dy- 
namo turned down the offer. 

Italian eyes will shortly be on Shevchenko as he prepares to take 
part in the forthcoming Champions League quarter-final tie between 
Dynamo and Italian team Juventus to be played March. 4 and March 
18. 


1998 UKRAINE GROUP TOURS 


June 8-13 - 16 day Ukraine land tour - All tours ore oll-inclusi 
- . і & 

June 8 - July 7 - 0 day Ukraine land tour & cruise Al sows РР Р 

July 13-28 - 16 day Ukraine land tour Raber Dulin. 

July 13 - Aug. 8 - 77 day Ukraine land tour & cruise Ground transportation on 

June 24 - July 6 - Cruise on the Black Sea & Dnipro River | air conditioned bus with 

July 25 - Aug. 8 - Cruise on the Black Sea & Dnipro River washrooms and TV. 


We are your group tour specialists 
May 6 to 18 - 790 CFCW's Country Music Tour 


ІІТ 


зег/єст vacation be 


TRAVE 


Nashville, Membphis, Dollywood, Chatanooga, St. Louis & Branson 
- 2 week Texas Tour — hosted by CFCW's Dick Bell 
December 1998 - 2 week Tour to Cuba 


October 1998 


January 1999 | - 1 week Caribbean Cruise & 1 week at Disneyworld 
February 1999 - Mazatlan Tour — hosted by 790 CFCW's Ron Lehman 
Tours escorted by Robert & Patricia Tomkins 
12715-97 St. Edmonton, Alberta TSE 4C1 


tel: 403-473-0590; toll free: 1-800-340-1197; fax: 472-8042 
http: /Awww.connect.ab.ca/ttravel; E-mail: ttravel@connect.ab.ca 
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Dynamo prepares to take 


By Р. Dutczyn and У. Zayarniy, 
Eastern Economist 

Dynamo Kyiv have been warm- 
ing up for their Champions League 
Quarter-Final series with Italian gi- 
ant Juventus March 4 and 18, in 
emphatic style. 

After playing a series of matches 
in Germany in mid-January — 
where they beat current Bundesliga 
leaders, Kaiserlautern, 3-1 — they 
won the CIS Cup for the third con- 
secutive year. 

During the championship, held in 
Moscow Jan, 26-Feb.1, they won all 
six of their matches, scoring 29 
goals and conceding none. 

In the finals Dynamo triumphed 
over arch-rivals Spartak Moscow 1- 
0 with a goal from Kakha Kaladze. 
At the quarter- and semi-final stages 
they beat Dynamo Tbilisi 1-0 and 
Kopetdah 5-0. All these matches 
were vital preparation for the 
Juventus series. 

Dynamo’s success in the Cham- 
pions League, notably two stunning 
victories over Spanish giant 
Barcelona, has catapulted coach 
Valeriy Lobanovsky and star striker 
Andriy Shevchenko into the lime- 
light. Lobanovsky, who steered Dy- 
namo to victory in the European Cup 


in 1975 and 1986, is taking the credit 
for recent successes. Premier Valeriy 
Pustovoitenko, who is also president 
of the Ukrainian Football Federa- 
tion, met the Dynamo coach Feb. 4 
to discuss the problems of football. 

Much of Dynamo’s success is 
down to its ability to play neat pass- 
ing football and by counter-attack- 
ing very quickly at every opportu- 
nity. Yet, a lot depends on Ukrainian 
Footballer of the Year for 1997, 
Andriy Shevchenko, whose excel- 
lent performances continue to cap- 
ture the attention of AC Milan. 

The Italian club was reported to 
have bid US$17 million for him last 
August. According to Komanda, a 
sports paper, Kyiv is demanding an 
even bigger transfer fee — a figure 
of $30 million has been rumored in 
the Italian press. For his part, 
Shevchenko has all the trappings of 
a top professional footballer in any 
top European league. 

Apparently, each Dynamo player 
receives a luxury apartment and a 
Mercedes. Salaries are generous, as 
are bonuses. Each player received a 
bonus in excess of $20,000 after the 
handsome Barcelona victories. 
Moreover, the club could well afford 
to pay them. It has business inter- 
ests and each of the 11 points it ac- 
cumulated during the Champions 
League qualifying round last au- 
tumn netted $500,000. Then there 
are TV and advertising revenues. 

From a purely professional and 
footballing point of view, 
Shevchenko is sure at some point in 
his career to want to pit his wits 


on Juventus 


against some of the world’s best 
players in the Italian league. Parma 
has also declared an interest, though 
Milan is the more likely destination. 
Speaking on the BBC World Service 
Jan. 24, Shevchenko confirmed his 
interest in playing in Italy. He played 
there in a youth tournament several 
years ago and was duly impressed. 

AC Milan needs a new hero. It 
currently languish 9th in Series A 
with 27 points, Its players no longer 
dominates the Champions League as 
they did in the late eighties and early 
nineties. Dutch masters Ruud Gullit, 
Marco van Basten and Frank 
Rijkjard are just distant memories, 
George Weah has faded from the 
dizzy heights of several years ago. 

Andriy Shevchenko is just the 
kind of quality player Milan needs. 
He is quick, strong and direct, and а 
talented team player. he is not quite 
in the mold of current Inter Milan 
hero and Brazilian star forward 
Ronaldo. As the world’s most ex- 
pensive footballer, the Brazilian is 
a more robust and individualistic 
player. 

What is more, Dynamo’s formi- 
dable Italian opponents have a 
strong pedigree in European Foot- 
ball, having won the Champions 
League in 1996 and reached last 
year’s final, where they lost to 
Borussia Dortmund 3-1. Like Dy- 
namo, they top their domestic 
league. While they certainly cannot 
be underestimated, Dynamo should 
be able to match them. Juventus lost 
two of its Champions League quali- 
fying matches, away to Englands’ 
Manchester United 3-2 and to 
Feyenoord of Holland 2-0. Dynamo 
lost just once — to Newcastle 
United. 
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Lobanovsky to coach 
national team 


Kyiv Dynamo coach Valeriy Lobanovsky has been appointed as 
coach of the Ukraine national team, reported Reuters Feb. 14 citing 
the Ukraine sports federation. 

Lobanovsky, credited with being behind Dynamo’s resurgence this 
season, will also have responsibility for the country’s junior teams. 

Yosef Sabo, former head coach of the national team, has been named 
as Lobanovsky’s assistant. 

Lobanovksy, 59, played for Dynamo when they became the first 
club from outside Moscow to take the Soviet title in 1961. 

He was also senior trainer to the Kuwait team in the early part of 
this decade but returned to Dynamo in 1996. He has led them into the 
quarter-finals of the European Cup where they face Juventus. 


Silantiev, Bondarenko 
win medals at meet 


(UkrNews)—Denys Silantiev and Svitlana Bondarenko took the med- 
als for Ukraine at the two-day FINA World Cup short course meeting held 
in Hong Kong, Feb. 21-22. 

Silatiey won gold in the Men’s 100-metre butterfly coming in at а time 
of 52.52 seconds. The silver was taken by Geoffrey Huegill of Australia 
with 52.53. Daniel Carlsson of Sweden was third at 53.96. 

Bondarenko won the silver in the Women’s 50-metre breaststroke, just 
0.05 seconds behind Sylvia Gerasch of Germany, who came in at 31.52. 
Mi Tong of China won the bronze at 32.59. 


Ukraine beats Denmark in Davis Cup 


(Easter Economist)—Ukraine’s top tennis player, Andriy Medvedev, 
beat Dane Frederick Futerlein in three straight sets Feb. 13. 

It was the first match in the Davis Cup Qualifying tie between Ukraine 
and Denmark. 

Medvedev won 6-3, 6-4 and 7-5. 

Although Andriy Rybalko lost to Denmark’s top seed Ken Karlsen Feb. 
13, Medvedev beat Karlsen Feb. 15 in straight sets, 6-3, 6-3 and 6-3. 

As Ukraine beat Denmark in the doubles match Feb. 14, Ukraine won 
the tie and the right to play Great Britain in the next stage. 
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Austrian bank sees prospects 


By Stefan Korshak 

(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s political situation is uneasy, 
and currently influenced by whether leftists will pre- 
vail in next month’s parliamentary elections. 

Add to that an economy that continues to contract, 
and a banking system that offers few incentives to in- 
vestors. 

Yet Creditanstalt A.G. (CA), a subsidiary of Bank of 
Austria, and one of Central Europe’s leading investors, 
says it will open the doors of Joint Stock Commercial 
Bank Creditanstalt Ukraine (JSCBCU) by Summer, at 
the latest. 

What is it that the Austrians see in Ukraine that col- 
leagues and competitors in London and Berlin are miss- 
ing? 

“That's a good question,” concedes Creditanstalt 
deputy chairman of the Managing Board, Alarich 
Fenyves. But he has a ready answer. 

“We've got a lot of experience in these markets,” he 
says. “It's a matter of properly controlling risk and 
managing transactions carefully. We've done this sort 
of thing in other places, and we believe we can be suc- 
cessful in Ukraine as well.” 

But the opportunity to add luster to its already con- 
siderable reputation in former-Communist countries had 
little to do with Creditanstalt's decision. In the final 
analysis, what matters most is profit — and local con- 
ditions can yield plenty, JSCBCU management believes. 

“The Ukrainian market is very dynamic,” says 
JSCBCU Chairman of the Management Board 
Olexander Savchenko. “It can go up 100 percent one 
day, and drop 100 percent the next. If a bank knows 
what it's doing, good profits can be made.” 

Significantly, Savchenko’s Austrian partners agree 
with that market evaluation, which by almost any stan- 
dard, is a vote of confidence for Ukraine, as a possible 
target of Western investment. With total assets of 
055125 billion, and a strong presence in places like 


(JF Monitor)—The International Monetary Fund 
and the European Commission have attacked the re- 
cent decisions by the Russian and Ukrainian gov- 
emments to attract direct foreign investment into their 
automobile industries. 

Although countries with large domestic markets 
can sometimes turn the rules of international trade 
to their advantage, developments in these countries 
show that such attempts do not always work. 

Like many developing and developed economies, 
Russia and Ukraine restrict automobile imports. 
These duties can then be waived for companies that 
form joint ventures with domestic automobile firms. 

In principle, foreign firms and domestic auto pro- 
ducers both gain from such arrangements: Foreign 
firms gain monopolistic positions in markets pro- 
tected from imports, while domestic producers ac- 
quire the investment and working capital, as well as 
the modem technology and know-how, needed to 
produce more modern, competitive cars. Although 
host governments can gain privatization and tariff 
revenues from these arrangements, the benefits can 
be negated by tax exemptions used to attract the in- 
vestment in the first place. 

The losers are domestic consumers, forced to pay 
higher auto prices, as well as other, potentially more 
competitive auto exporters. Still, the experience of 
countries like Poland shows that, if the domestic 


Tax exemptions for 
automakers under attack 


for er in Ukraine 


Moscow and ER Bank of Austria is one of the 
prime conduits through which corporate money has 
poured into East Europe. Now, it would seem, it is 
Ukraine’s turn. 

“Ukraine is a huge market and we cannot afford to 
ignore it,” Fenyves says. “We have gone into the rest 
of Eastern Europe at a very early stage. This is our 
approach in Ukraine as well.” 

The beginning will be modest. Initial capital for the 
joint venture between Creditanstalt and Ukrainian Aval 
Bank will total about $10 million, with the Austrians 
contributing most of that sum. The International Fi- 
nance Corporation, the private investment arm of the 
World Bank, plans to buy a 20 percent stake in the 
new bank, Fenyves says. 

The bank’s primary business will be servicing big 
corporate customers, mostly those who are involved 
in some variety of exports from Ukraine. “Our goal is 
to link the Ukrainian market with Central Europe,” 
Savchenko says. “The trade is already going оп. We 
will be providing letter-of-credit (LC) services from a 
solid European bank to customers abroad.” LCs — in- 
ternational credit/debit agreements, which allow a 
buyer in one country to purchase something in another 
country with a minimum of risk — come in many forms 
and from many banks. 

In a banking market that, so far, most Germans, Japa- 
nese, and Americans have avoided, a solid Austrian 
name on a LC could constitute a competitive advan- 
tage. 

“If customers see no difference between the service 
range and quality he gets in say, Vienna and in Kyiv, 
they will be far more willing to trade in Ukrainian 
goods,” says JSCBCU spokeswoman Bohdana 
Tkachuk. 


market is large enough and the domestic auto firms 
sufficiently attractive, limited tax rebates and tariff 
protection can be effective in attracting billions of 
dollars in new investment for domestic firms. 

Ukraine's attempts at leveraging its large domes- 
tic market into favorable treatment from foreign auto 
producers have been rather less successful. In re- 
sponse to demands by Daewoo, which — alone 
among international auto firms — has promised to 
invest US$1.2 billion into the AvtoZAZ production 
facility in Zaporizhia, the Ukrainian government on 
Feb. 16 passed legislation granting Daewoo exemp- 
tions from nearly all taxes and customs duties. 

The European Commission responded by charg- 
ing that this legislation discriminates against Euro- 
pean auto firms (which were not offered these con- 
ditions), and therefore violates the rules of the World 
Trade Organization (which has not yet admitted 
Ukraine as a member) and the Interim Trade Agree- 
ment between the EU and Ukraine. 

Daewoo also pressured the Ukrainian government 
into banning the import of used cars older than five 
years. Kyiv is therefore risking a trade imbroglio with 
the EU, in order to hand over its domestic automo- 
bile market nearly in toto to a firm that has yet to 
produce a single car in Ukraine — and which, due 
to the financial difficulties facing the Korean 
chaebols, could be in serious trouble back home. 


AvtoZaz agreement to be signed 


(Eastem Economist)}—The head ої the Zaporizhia 
Oblast State Administration, Viacheslav Pokhvalsky, an- 
nounced Feb. 13 that there is a real chance that the 
founding agreement on the joint venture between 
AvtoZAZ and Daewoo could be signed by Feb. 25. 

He added that the Koreans have agreed to make cer- 
tain concessions although some issues remain unre- 
solved. 


Daewoo has now agreed that the law to restrict the 
import of used cars to Ukraine should only be signed 
once serial production of cars begins. Yet, Daewoo still 
insists that the number of employees at the plant be 
reduced and that car prices must rise. 

If the founding agreement is signed by Feb. 25, noted 
Pokhvalsky, serial production of Tavria models could 
begin as early as April. 
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U.S. firm joins Nadra in 
Sumy gas development 


(UkrNews)}—Houston-based Source Energy Corporation announced 
on Feb. 17 that it has entered into a joint venture agreement with 
Calgary-based Nadra Resources Ltd. for design, manufacture, site 
construction, training, commissioning and continued operational sup- 
port of three natural gas processing plants for Sumy Petroleum Ltd., a 
Canadian-Ukraine registered company. 

The cumulative capacity of the three plants when fully operational 
will be 5 million cubic metres gas per day. 

Based on initial design criteria, Source Energy Corporation esti- 
mates the value of each plant at full commissioning to be US$8 mil- 
lion inclusive of plant, storage facilities, siting, transportation, com- 
missioning, documentation and related expenditures. The total esti- 
mated cost of the three processing plants at is expected to exceed $26 
million. 

The initial Sumy Plant No. | will process 1.5 million cubic metres 
gas per day at a site provided by the Ukrainian KhEVV Firm, a Sumy 
Petroleum Ltd. affiliate, according to a Source Energy press release. 

Operation of Sumy Plant No. | is expected to commence in late fall 
1998, processing natural gas supplied by the Sumy Regional State 
Administration for a six year period with an optional six year exten- 
sion. 


0.8% rise in industrial 
output in January 


(Eastern Economist)—Industrial output last month grew by 0.8 per 
cent compared with January 1997. 

The largest rises were in the wood and paper and petro-chemical 
industries,followed closely by the construction materials industry and 
light industry. 

The news was revealed by the chair of the State Statistics Committee 
Oleksandr Osaulenko Feb. 9. 

On an oblast basis, the largest increases were in Ivano-Frankivsk, 
Odesa and Volyn. Yet, production fell in some oblasts, particularly in 
Kherson and Khmelnytsky. 

Production of color TV-sets and refrigerators has increased consider- 
ably, as has production of building materials, steel and alcoholic bever- 
ages. 


Business Briefs 


Utel profits over US$33 million 

(Eastern Economist)—Utel earned profits in excess of US$33 million 
in 1997, arise of $6 million on 1996. Turnover in 1997 was over $300 
million. The company is Ukraine’s leading provider of international 
and long-distance telephone service. Utel was founded in 1992. Among 
its co-founders were UkrTelecom, Deutsche Telecom and PTT 
Telecom. Since 1992, the company has jumped into the top 15 most 
profitable companies in Ukraine. 


Oil and gas provide 7% of output 

(Eastern Economist)—State owned oil and gas enterprises produced 
seven per cent of Ukraine’s industrial output in 1997. The value of 
this production totaled 5.572 billion hryvnia (C$4 billion). Four new 
gas deposits, 45 oil wells and 66 gas wells began production last year. 


Crops in big demand 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine exported more than 100,000 tons of 
vegetables in 1997, 2.4 per cent of total production. The Agrarian 
Institute noted that in the 1997-98 marketing year, Ukraine will be 
able to offer about 167,000 tons of vegetables. The main consumers 
of Ukrainian vegetables last year were Russia, Spain, Germany and 
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Ukrainian-Russian agreement 
marred by dispute with Gazprom 


(JF Monitor}—While the treaty 
on economic cooperation during 
1998-2007 between Russia and 
Ukraine signed in Kyiv on Feb. 20 
was in many respects a success, the 
discussions were partly spoiled by 
disagreements over energy deliver- 
ies and Ukraine’s foreign debt. 

Both sets of disagreements re- 
volve around Ukraine's relationship 
with Russia’s Gazprom natural gas 
monopoly. 

According to Russian press re- 
ports, Ukraine incurred US$770 
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this would have been a repeat of the 
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in Ukrainian government debt to 
Gazprom. Vyakhirev’s interest in 
acquiring Ukrainian assets did not 
extend to privatization via swapping 
government debt for equity in Ukrai- 
nian firms, however: “We need 
money, not equity”, Vyakhirev told 
a press conference. The Ukrainian 
government was not impressed by 
the securitization offer. 

Instead, Prime Minister Valeriy 
Pustovoitenko argued on Feb. 19 
that last year’s debts were incurred 
by private gas importers, and there- 
fore did not constitute a claim on the 
Ukrainian government. 

In response to Russian claims that 
the imports were made possible in 
part by $200 million in Ukrainian 
government guarantees granted by 
then Minister Anatoliy Michenko, 
Pustovoitenko argued that these 
guarantees were “not legally bind- 
ing”, and that Gazprom should take 
these matters up “with those to 
whom they sold gas”. 

Vyakhirev responded by charging 
that some of the guarantees issued 
by former Prime Minster Pavlo 
Lazarenko’s government to finance 
Ukraine’s energy imports were in 
fact fraudulent. These matters are 
slated to be discussed further when 
these same parties meet again in 
Moscow on March 5. 
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IMF satisfied with indicators 


(Eastem Economist)—The International Monetary Fund mission 
to Ukraine is satisfied with a number of positive events which have 
taken place in country during the past month. 

These include the first signs of a rise in output, the low inflation 
figure for January and recent steps directed at protecting the hryvnia 
and Ukraine’s international currency reserves The news was revealed 
in a joint statement prepared by the Cabinet and IMF office in Ukraine. 

Talks held Feb. 3-13 focused on the current stand-by agreement 
and on a program aimed at introducing more economic stability and 
implementing structural reforms which could be supported by IMF 
funds under a new Extended Financing Facilities program. 

These talks focused also on the economic and financial processes 
taking place in Ukraine and were said to have been useful. They also 
looked at measures aimed at improving control over budget expendi- 
ture and increasing the attractiveness of Ukrainian T-bills. 

Experts at the IMF have taken a positive view of the latest Cabinet 
decision to accelerate structural reforms, especially in terms of de- 
regulation and development of private enterprise. On receipt of more 
up to date data, a group of IMF experts is expected to return to Kyiv 
for another round of negotiations on the same issues. 

The head of the National Agency for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment, Roman Shpek, noted Feb. 13 that a new cooperation program 
could be ready by April. 

The program deals with provision of an Extended Financing Fa- 
cilities worth US$2.5-2.7 billion. 

Three working groups helped to develop the program. One group 
headed by Deputy Prime Minister for the Economy Serhiy Tyhypko 
worked on structural reforms, while a group on fiscal policy was 
headed by Finance Minister Thor Mitiukov. A third group headed by 
National Bank of Ukraine Governor Viktor Yushchenko concentrated 
on the banking sector. 


Ukrainian border guards 
detain illegal aliens 


(RFE/RL)—Nearly 100 illegal immigrants from Sri Lanka were found 
in a forest in Ukraine on Feb. 18 trying to cross the border into Poland, 
PAP reported. 

One Pole was arrested with the group on suspicion of trafficking refu- 
gees. 

Ukrainian border guards said the illegal aliens were attempting to make 
their way to Germany. 

Poland's reputation as a transit country for refugees trying to get to the 
West is a major concern of European Union officials and a main reason 
for the introduction early this year of stricter visa regulations on Poland's 
eastern border. 
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